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PREFACE. 



The anthor of this little volume, written for the 
young, in presenting it to the pnblic, begs leave to say 
a few words in its behalf. 

He is one of those whose blessed privilege it is to be 
a member of the Church of God, and to feed upon 
those rich comforts which, through God's tender mer- 
cy in Christ, are dispensed by that Church to poor, 
fallen, and sinful men. 

Oftentimes, amid a crowd of fellow-worshipers, he 
has sat and heard some earnest appeal of the Church, 
in behalf of some noble purpose ; and with a heart sick 
and a purse well nigh empty, he has been able to make 
but a small response. It is his lot to be poor. God 
knows what is best for every man, yet at such mo- 
ments he has felt (but, good Lord, how easy it is to be 
deceived by one's own heart! how ofl«n do riches 
harden the heart of man !) that if wealth had been his 
portion, the Church of Qod should ijot mal^e her de- 
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mands in vain. Like the widow in the Gospel, he 
could only cast in his mite of his penary. 

Some subjects of duty are nearer to his heart than 
others, and among these there are none, as he con- 
ceives, with stronger demands upon him, than our 
Western Missions in our own land, and recently one 
missionary enterprise of the West has especially ar- 
rested his attention, and claimed his prayers. This is 
in the Diocese of Missouri. 

It is well known that the Bishop of Missouri, with 
an earnest desire of building men up in our most holy 
faith, in that portion of the Lord's vineyard intrusted to 
him, has purposed in his heart the establishment of a 
Mission where the sons of the rich and poor may alike 
be trained in the discipline of our holy Church, and 
whence the missionaries of the cross may radiate upcm 
the surrounding wilderness. If the plans and purposes 
of the Bishop may be carried onward, there is no cal- 
culating the important results of such a mission. 

It seems that Mr. George R. Clark, of St. Louis, 
struck with the plan, presented to the Bishop 300 acres 
of land in Missouri, for the establishment of the mis- 
sion. The site, however, not being considered eligible, 
the Bishop, holding that for the benefit of the mission, 
acquaints the Convention of the Diocese that he has re- 
ceived such a gift, and requests that a proper site, in 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



PREFACE. 9 

*80ine portion of his vineyard, may be allotted, that 
his work may proceed. The citizens of Marion coun- 
ty, in Missouri, have met that request, and presented 
60 acres of land, with a small dwelling-house thereon^ 
for the Christian purpose designed. The Bishop has 
accepted the gift; the spot is what he desired. 

The mission grounds are then in Marion county, one 
hundred and fifty miles fh)m the city of St. Louis, and 
six mUes west of the Mississippi River. The location 
is healthy and beautiful. It is only half a mile from 
the little town of Palmyra, the county seat of Marion. 
Here the work is to be begun ; but here to begin and 
prosecute it fairly and efficiently, it is necessary that 
a school-house and chapel should be promptly erected, 
and the chapel, when built, must meet the wants 
of the mission and the adjoining village. It seems 
that some who love the Church, with hearts beat- 
ing in sympathy with the comprehensive work of the 
Bishop, have thrown in their mites to this noble pur- 
pose. But the work is large, the plan is one of vast 
accomplishment, with little means, and the writer 
would be one to aid in this noble undertaking. 

Mr. Clark, who made the first gift of land for the 
good purpose designed, is the son of Governor Clark, 
the earliest Governor of Missouri. The land was an 
inheritance from his father, and as " a token of filial 
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love and missionary gratitude, the enterprise is known 
as the Governor Clark Mission,^** 

With a full heart, and a purse too empty to carry 
out the wishes of that heart, the author has written 
this little hook, as an offering to that mission. May 
God bless the weak effort ! 

In the selection of a subject for his purpose, he has 
chosen the simple story of the triumph of a Bible and 
Prayer-Book, thinking that it bore some kinsmanship 
with the trials and triumphs of those heralds of the cross 
who, with the Bible and Prayer-Book in their hands, 
are pressing their way into the Western wilderness. 

If, in his attempt to aid a good cause, the author 
shall have failed, he will still feel grateful to God for 
the comfort he has had in the prosecution of his ef- 
fort, and for the additional love of his Bible and Prayer- 
Book which has grown up in his heart, as he has writ- 
ten the story.f 

* See, in the Jonraab of Bfinoari, the two hut addranes of the 
Bishop to h\» Diooesan Convention, touching the Governor Clark 
Minion. 

t The mission, it seems, is now opened. On the 14th of February 
last, the Rev. William B. Corbyn, a presbyter of the Chnrch, was placed 
at its head, by the Bishop, and the institution now nombers 28 pupils, 
eight of whom are inmates of the house. Already is tin Bishop forced 
to refuse admission to applicants, ibr the want of room. May the 
good Lord soon put it in tiie hearts of the sons of the Church to erect 
the chapel and school-house I 
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" AMD I will leun of thee a prayer, 
To bim who gave a home so fair, 

A lot so blest as oars — 
The God who made for thee and me 
This sweet lone isle amid the sea." 

" Sang of PiUairn's Island,*' by Wm. C Bryant. 
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FRIDAY CHRISTIAN; 

OE, THE FIRST-BORN ON PITCAIRN'S ISLAND. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE DISCOVERY OF THE ISLAND. 

The Lord reigneth ; let the earth rejoice ; let the mnltitade of the isles 
be glad thereof.— Psalm xcvii. 1. 

If you will look upon a map of the South 
Seas, you will find in latitude 25 degrees 
south, longitude 130 degrees west, a spot 
marked Pitcairn's Island. It is a rock- 
bound island, against which the waves of 
the ocean dash and break themselves in 
pieces. 
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16 FRIDAY CHRISTIAN. 

It was on the 17th day of September, 
1814, that the watch on the forecastle of a 
British cruiser moving in those seas, spied 
land in the distance. The officer on deck 
soon roused the commander. All was now 
life and animation on board. To the sailor's 
eye the sight of land is always cheering : 
but now it was doubly so, for the com- 
mander dreamed that he had made a new 
discovery. His chart had deceived him. 
Early the next morning, the ship came to 
anchor near Pitcairn's Island. 

A boat was soon seen making its way 
through the surf towards the ship. As it 
came alongside, a voice from the boat cried, 
" Won't you heave us a rope, now ?" The 
crew were startled — ^surely these were no 
savages from the island — these must be 
Englishmen. The boat contained two young 
men, who seemed at first a little timid ; but* 
encouraged by the captain, they soon sprung 
up the side of the ship with alacrity, and 
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Stood upon the deck . gazing with astonish- 
ment around them. 

The eldest was about twenty-five years 
of age — a tall young man of six feet or 
more, with dark-brown hair, and a coun- 
tenance open and extremely interesting. 
He wore no clothes except a piece of 
blue cloth round his loins, and a straw hat 
set off with black cocks' feathers. His fine 
muscular limbs showed to great advantage. 
His body was tanned from exposure to the 
weather, and his face had a brownish cast, 
without that reddish tinge which is so 
common among the natives of the South 
Sea islands. His companion was a hand- 
some youth of about seventeen years, clad 
much in the same costume, though not 
quite so dashing in his head-dress. 

The captain, struck with admiration at 
their bearing, came near the eldest of the 
two, when .the following interesting dia- 
logue passed between them : 
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" Who lives upon this island ?" 

" Some who talk English, and some from 
Otaheite." 

" What is your name ?" 

" Friday October Christian." 

" Where did you get this strange name?" 

" I am the first-born on Pitcairn's Island. 
I was born on Friday in the month of Oc- 
tober, and so they called me Friday October 
Christian. My father's name was Fletcher 
Christian." 

" Fletcher Christian ! and where is he ?" 

" Gone — he is dead long ago." 

" Did he die on this island ?" 

" Yes, he was shot." 

« Who shot him ?" 

" A black felloV shot him." 

" For what cause ?" 

"Jealousy, I believe, between the Ota- 
heite people and the English. He was shot 
in the back while at work in his yam plan- 
tation." 
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"What became of the man who killed 
him?" 

"Oh, that black fellow was shot after- 
wards by an Englishman." 

" Was there any other disturbance be- 
tween the Otaheitans and the English, after 
the death of Fletcher Christian ?" 

" Yes, the black fellows rose, shot two 
Englishmen, and wounded John Adams, 
who is now the only man on the island 
who came to it with my father." 

" How did Adams escape ?" 

" He hid himself in the wood ; and the 
same night the women, enraged at the 
murder of the English, to whom they were 
more partial than their countrymen, rose 
and put every Otaheitan to death in their 
sleep. This saved Adams; his wounds soon 
healed, and though he is now very old, yet 
he enjoys good health." 

" How many persons did Fletcher Chris- 
tian bring with him to this island ?" 
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" Nine white men, six Otaheite men, and 
eleven Otaheite women." 

" And how many are now in the island ?" 

" In all we have forty-eight." 

"Did you ever hear John Adams say 
how long it was since he came to this 
island?" 

" I have heard him say it was about 
twenty-five years ago." 

" What became of the ship that he came 
in?" 

" Oh, they took all that was useful out of 
her, and then ran hqr on shore and set fire 
to her." 

" How many years since your father was 
shot?" 

"I understand it was about two years 
after he came to the island." 

"And what has become of his wife — 
your mother ?" 

" Ah, she died soon after I was born. I 
do not remember my mother." 
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" Then some of the Otaheite people, who 
came with your father, are still living on 
the island T' 

'* Some of the women — ^the men, as I told 
you, are all dead." 

" Are you married ?" 
, " Yes." 
" At what age do you marry ?" 
" Not before nineteen or twenty." 
" Do you have more wives than one ?" 
"No, we can have but one ; it is wicked 
to have more." 

" Have you been taught any religion ?" 
" Oh yes — a very good religion." 
" In what do you believe ?" 
" * I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus 
Christ His only Son our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried. He de- 
scended into hell — the third day he rose 
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from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty — from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 

" ' I believe in the Holy Ghost ; the holy 
catholic church ; the communion of saints ; 
the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.' 

" Then, too, we pray — for our blessed 
Lord has taught us to pray and say : ' Our 
Father which art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread : and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.' 

"And then we have another prayer 
which my father taught the people — ^for 
every day at noon we kneel down and say : 
* I will arise and go to my Father, and will 
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say unto him, Father, I have sinned against 
Heaven and before thee, and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son.' " 

" Do you still say this prayer your father 
taught every day T' 

" Yes. We never neglect it." 

" What language do you commonly 
speak ?" 

" English always." 

" But you understand the Otaheitan ?" 

" Yes, but not so well." 

" Do the old women on the island speak 
English?" 

" Yes, but not so well as they under- 
stand it. They do not pronounce it well." 

"What countryman do you call your- 
self?" 

" Half English, half Otaheitan." 

" Who is your king ?" 

" Why, Bang George to be sure." 

" Have you ever seen a ship before ?" 

" Yes. I have seen four from the island ; 
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but only one stopped. Mayhe\\j Folger was 
the captain. I suppose you know him ?" 

" No, I do not know him. How long did 
he stay?" 

" Two days." 

" Would you like to go to England ?" 

**0h no. I am married, and cannot 
leave my wife." 

The conversation was now interrupted 
by the call of the captain to his breakfast. 
He politely invited his young visitors to 
join him, and soon they all stood round the 
plentifully supplied table. Before they com- 
menced eating, the two young islanders fell 
upon their knees, when the eldest, with up- 
lifted hands, said distinctly : " For what we 
are going to receive, the Lord make us 
truly thankful." Some of the officers were 
rebuked by this simple act of devotion, for 
this dutiful mark of gratitude to the Giver 
of all good things had long been forgotten 
by many of them. Breakfast being over, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FRIDAY CHRISTIAN. 25 

the visitors knelt again in the same devo- 
tional way, and returned thanks that they 
had been allowed to eat in peace. The 
surprise manifested at his action, did not 
escape the eye of young Christian ; for he 
tufned and asked one of the officers, "if 
they had not the same custom before and 
after eating ?" 

The captain now commenced asking more 
questions of young Friday — all of which he 
answered frankly. At length, pressed with 
many, some of which he could answer, and 
some of which he could not, he turned 
to the captain with good humor, and said 
that old John Adams, who lived on the 
island, could tell him much more than he 
could, and begged that he would go ashore 
and make him a visit. 

This was precisely what the captain in- 
tended to do; so accepting the invitation, 
and taking with him one of the officers, he 
was soon in the small boat with the two 
2 
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islanders. The landing on the island was 
difficult — ^indeed there seemed to be but one 
place where a boat could land — but with 
the help of the two expert young oarsmen, 
they passed the surf among the rocks in 
safety, getting only uncomfortably wet in 
the passage, and soon stood upon the shore. 
The inhabitants were now seen coming 
down the steep and rocky path of the moun- 
tain, to meet them and welcome them on the 
beach. — They were joyous at meeting their 
new visitors. There were the women, in 
their white cloth dresses of the paper mul- 
berry, falling from the shoulders to the feet 
in double folds; the young girls, some in 
their short frocks and tight jackets, and some 
with their long mantles over their shoulders, 
and their little bonnets of green leaves shad- 
ing their eyes from the sun ; and the men, 
with their waist cloths only— much like 
Friday's — all offering to serve them. One 
of the young men wore an old military coat. 
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and cut a strange figure. The captain was 
struck with the appearance of the group: 
the taen and women were all tall and well 
formed ; he saw no deformed person among 
them. 

But where was old John Adams? He 
had learned that the officers were without 
arms, and presently he was seen coming 
down the hill towards them. He was a short 
old man, about sixty years of age, dressed 
in a sailor's shirt and trowsers. Holding in 
his right hand a low crowned hat, and 
smoothing down his bald forehead with the 
other, he looked like a veteran old sailor, and 
gave them a hearty welcome. The captain 
at once entered into conversation with him 5 
but Adams seemed restless and uneasy as 
he eyed his military dress. He doffed his 
hat always respectfully as he answered, but 
still seemed uneasy. At length, upon the 
captain's assuring him that he came to the 
island with nothing but kind intentions, the 
old man became pacified. 
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" Will you show me the way to your vil- 
lage ?" said tlie captain. 

" Oh yes, we come to welcome you," said 
Adams ; and with that the people led the Ivay, 
the young girls skipping nimbly up the path 
that led over the hill. Arrived at the sum- 
mit of the hill, they saw down in the valley 
a few huts sheltered by a line of cocoanut- 
trees. As they drew near, they found that 
the little village of Pitcairn was a pretty 
square. The house of John Adams, with its 
out-houses, occupied the upper corner, near 
a large banyan tree, and that of Friday 
Christian, the lower corner, opposite to it. 
The centre square was an open lawn, where 
the poultry were moving about, and was 
fenced around so as to keep out the hogs 
and the goats. From the way in which the 
grounds were laid out and the plantations 
formed, any one could see that people who 
had lived elsewhere, had been at work there. 

The houses were spacious ; built in an 
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oblong form, of wood, and thatched with 
the leaves" of the palm-tree, bent round th§ 
stem of a branch of the palm, and placed so 
as to give a proper pitch to the roof. Most 
of them had two stories — the upper was the 
sleeping-room — the lower the eating-room. 
This last had always a large table, with 
wooden stools placed round it. In the 
centre of the floor, a ladder connects the two 
rooms. Directly by the village there were 
small inclosures for fattening the pigs and 
goats, and beyond these were their planta- 
tions, where were growing the banana, plan- 
tain, melon, yam, taro, sweet potato, tea 
tree, cloth plant, and many other fruits, vege- 
tables and shrubs. Every house, too, seemed 
to have its out-house for making cloth and 
baking bread. 

Now that the captain was in the village, 
most of the inhabitants went to work at 
their usual occupations. The young men 
and women commenced digging in the yam 
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plots ; the mothers were looking after their 
children; while the old women occupied 
themselves in making linen. — This is made 
from the bark of a certain tree. They first 
soaked the bark, and then beat it with square 
pieces of wood about as wide as a man's 
hand, until they brought it to the required 
breadth. The captain had seen linen made 
in the same way at Otaheite. Now and 
then he saw preparations making for dinner. 
The cooking was as usual in the South Sea 
islands. It was done by heated stones, 
in a hole made in the ground. All this work 
was going on under the direction of old 
John Adams. 

There were two things particularly that 
pleased the captain — one was the remark- 
able affection between the parents and their 
children ; the other, the absence of all un- 
kind words in speaking of each other. As 
he passed from group to group at their work, 
and asked at times questions about any par- 
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ticular individual, if nothing good could be 
said in reply, they would only say, " If it 
could do any good I would answer you, but 
as it cannot, it would be wrong to tell tales." 
Once when he spoke of an individual who 
seemed to be not so industrious ag. the rest, 
and asked some question about him, the only 
reply was, " It would be wrong to tell my 
neighbor's shame." They spoke evil of no 
one. 

By the permission of the inhabitants, the 
officers now began to examine the comforts 
of the cottages. In most of them, they 
found tables and stools, and in one or two 
instances chairs, and chests for keeping their 
linen. The upper room usually had four 
large bedsteads, one in each corner, large 
enough for three or four people to sleep in. 
In Friday Christian's house, they saw plates 
and knives and forks. Indeed the houses 
seemed to be more than ordinarily comfort- 
able ; and the people at their work unusually 
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happy. They thought they had never before 
seen so happy a settlement any where. 

By the time they had looked around din- 
ner was ready, and they were invited to 
partake. It was a simple repast in John 
Adams' house, consisting of baked pig, yams, 
taro, and sweet potatoes. The pig, as the 
captain afterwards learned, was a great 
compliment to him, for these people do not 
often kill their pigs or goats, but live mostly 
on vegetables. Before they commenced 
eating, grace was said, and for every fresh 
guest who came in while the meal was going 
on, grace was repeated. One man, busy in 
conversation, happened to take his first 
mouthful incautiously before grace. — Before 
he had swallowed it, he recollected himself, 
and immediately took the unswallowed mor- 
sel from his mouth, and commenced saying 
his prayers. The women did not sit down 
to the table with them, — indeed this is the 
custom in all the South Sea islands; but 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FRIDAY CHRISTIAN. 33 

stood behind the men, good-naturedly wait- 
ing upon them. After Adams and his guests 
had finished, then the women sat down to 
what was left. This last custom was the 
only thing that the captain saw on the 
island unpleasant to him. 

After dinner the captain thought of re- 
turning to the ship, promising that he would 
come ashore again before he left. He was 
anxious to talk with John Adams, but thus 
far had had little opportunity. The answers 
of Friday Christian on board the ship had 
started strange thoughts in his mind; he 
scarcely knew what to think of John Adams 
and this peaceful little colony. 

After earnest persuasion, he consented to 
spend the night on shore. As the evening 
approached, the rooms in all the houses were 
lighted up with torches made of doodoe 
nuts strung upon the fibres of the palm leaf. 
These served as candles. Soon after dark 
the beds were prepared. The matresses 
2* 
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were made of palm leaves covered with 
cloth made of the paper mulberry, and sheets 
of the same cloth were laid on them. The 
officers were now invited to rest. They 
took to their matresses, and from their 
cracking as they lay down on them, the 
captain thought that the sheets were just out 
of the hands of the old women, newly made 
as a compliment to him. The lights were 
now extinguished, and all the family gath- 
ered in the middle of the floor, and chanted 
the evening hymn. Their private devotions 
followed, and they went to their beds. 

At daylight they were roused from their 
slumbers by the chanting of the morning 
hymn. After this the family all knelt again 
in prayer. This ended, some of the young 
women at once began to prepare breakfast, 
while others brought cool water and ripe 
fruits to the officers, and dressed their hats 
with fresh blossoms from the flower tree, 
which they had gathered in the morning 
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dew. Such was the simplicity, modesty 
and kindness of these Pitcairn girls 

The captain and his companion were 
soon dressed, and breakfast was soon ready 
and dispatched. After this, as they stood 
looking around the room upon the furniture 
in the house of Adams their host, upon an 
old sailor's chest in one corner of the room 
they saw lying the Bible and the Book of 
Common Prayer. — They were each marked 
on the back with the letter B. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE mutineer's CONFESSION. 

Have mercy apon me, O God, according to tby loving-kindness : 
according to the moltitade of tby tender mercies, Mot ont my transgres- 
sions. 

. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me fiom my 
sin. 

For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

Psalm h'. 1, 2, 3. 

The sight of these sacred volumes sug- 
gested to the captain the secret of this happy 
colony. Yet the books, with what he had 
heard from Friday on board the ^hip, per- 
plexed him strangely. He turned at once to 
Adams, and begged that he would tell him 
the history of himself and these peaceful 
islanders. 

The old man doffed his hat and answered 
without hesitation, " You have heard of 
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Captain Bligh ? Well, I will tell you some- 
thing. — ^It is no new story, for I told the 
same to Captain Folger when he touched at 
the island. 

" It is now more than twenty-five years 
since the ship Bounty, commanded by Captain 
Bligh, sailed from England. If I remember 
right it was on the twenty-third day of De- 
cember, 1787, that she sailed from Spithead. 
She was a good ship of about two hundred 
and fifteen tons, and Captain Bligh was 
thought to be a good man to command her, . 
as I have heard, because she was to go to 
the South Seas, and he had been in these 
seas before with that celebrated old navi- 
gator. Captain Cook. The captain, officers 
and crew — all told — ^numbered forty-four. 
We had not been out a week when a severe 
gale from the east struck us, and the ship 
suffered greatly. One sea broke away the 
spare yards and spars out of the starboard 
main chains. Another broke into the ship 
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and stove all the boats, and washed over- 
board the casks of beer that had been lashed 
upon deck. It was as much as we could 
do to save the boats from being washed 
overboard. The stern, too, was stove in 
by the sea, the cabin half filled with water, 
and that spoiled several casks of bread stowed 
away there. 

" All this made it necessary to put the ship 
to rights ; so early in January we touched 
at Tenerifie, and having refitted we soon set 
sail again. 

" The crew were now divided into three 
watches, and as the storm had destroyed 
some of our provisions, all hands were now 
put on an allowance of two-thirds of bread. 
The captain now, too, informed us all of the ob- 
ject of the voyage. King George was anxious 
to make the bread-fruit tree grow in the 
West India islands ; so the Bounty was to 
procure young plants in Otaheite and take 
them to that region. In a little time now, 
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we had such constant rains that every thing 
on board the ship was covered with mildew. 
We were exposed to this damp atmosphere 
day after day, yet fortunately all kept well. 
The ship was aired below with fires, and 
often sprinkled with vinegar, and on every 
fair day the hatchways were opened, there 
was a general cleaning, and all the wet 
clothing was washed and dried. Then, as 
we sailed towards the low southern lati- 
tudes, we began to feel the cold very sen- 
sibly; but still there was no sickness on 
board, for we were supplied with clothing 
to meet the weather. As we approached 
Cape Horn we met storms of wind and 
sleet and rain, and were kept on the watch 
night and day. At length the ship began to 
leak, and we were set to the pumps. The 
captain was now obliged to let the men who 
had wet berths hang their hammocks in 
the large cabin. After a hopeless struggle 
for nearly a month, to pass the Cape, the 
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captain determined to bear away for the 
Cape of Good Hope. So the helm was now 
put a-weather, and we were all delighted. 
About the last of May we reached Good 
Hope, and here we remained for more than 
a month, refitting the ship and procuring 
provisions. The next point we. reached was 
Van Diemen's Land, where we stopped and 
took in wood and water. The next land 
seen after this was the island of Otaheite. 
This was now about the last of October. 
It was not long before we cast anchor in 
Matavai bay, and by the log the ship had 
now sailed more than twenty-seven thousand 
miles. 

" The voyage thus far had taught us some- 
thing of the character of our commander.- — 
He was a good sailor, but a cruel captain 
over his men. At Teneriffe, when the ship 
was covered with mildew, he ordered the 
cheese casks to be taken out and aired, and 
finding that some of them were missing, he 
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charged the crew with stealing them; at 
Van Diemen's Land, -he quarreled with some 
of the officers and put the carpenter in con- 
finement; and once or twice, when our 
rations were badly served, and we com- 
plained, he abused us violently, saying he 
would make us eat grass if he saw fit, and 
declaring we should take what was allowed 
without a murmur. Right glad therefore 
were we when the ship cast anchor in Ma- 
tavai bay. 

" I shall never forget the beauty of Ota- 
heite as I first looked upon it. The low 
land extended from the sea-coast about three 
miles, to the foot of the hills, and was cover- 
ed with the bread-fruit and the cocoa-tree, 
and the huts of the natives. Swarms of 
little children were there, playing at their 
amusements — some flying kites, some walk- 
ing on stilts, some swinging in ropes sus- 
pended from the boughs of the trees, and a 
merry little group of girls were joyously 
dancing. It looked like a happy spot. 
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" Otoo, the chief of the district, so soon as 
he learned we were there, sent on board the 
ship, as a token of friendship, a small pig and 
a young plantain- tree. The ship was now 
supplied with fresh provisions, and we all 
had abundance. 

" The chief soon made a visit to the ship. 
The captain presented to him many gifts, 
saying that they were sent to him by King 
George, and asking if he would not send the 
King something in return. Otoo imme- 
diately said, * Yes, I will send him any thing 
that I have,' and commenced naming the 
principal productions of his island. When 
he spoke of the bread-fruit tree, * That,' said 
the captain, * is precisely what King George 
desires,' and the chief at once promised that 
he might take as many plants as he pleased 

" With this permission, then, we were set 
to the work of carefully gathering the 
young plants, and placing them on board. 
The work went on slowly enough, for be- 
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tween refitting the ship and gathering these 
plants, we lay at this island nearly six 
months. However, we were happy, and 
would willingly have staid longer. We 
made pleasant acquaintances among the 
islanders, and began to feel almost at home. 
The people of Otaheite were a kind and 
simple-hearted race; had abundance among 
them, and were willing to share it with us 
at all times. Some of the men would gladly 
have tarried there the rest of their lives. 
We had heard they were great thieves, but 
they did not steal from us — so far as I 
know. I remember that one day the gud- 
geon of the rudder belonging to the large 
cutter was drawn out and taken away; 
and the captain, as soon as he discovered 
it, ordered the boatkeeper to be punished in 
the presence of the islanders. He, poor 
fellow ! received a dozen lashes, while the 
people, and especially the women, begged 
very hard that he might not be flogged. 
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" It was while we were at this island, too, 
I remember, that the surgeon of our ship 
died, and we went ashore to bury his body. 
The natives dug his grave east and west. 
And as the captain looked on, Otoo asked if 
it was done right ; and pointing to each end, 
said, " There the sun rises, and there the 
sun sets." And as the solemn burial-service 
was read over the grave, how beautifully 
did the chief and the natives behave ! 

" Three of our men were so well pleased 
at this island, that they stole the cutter and 
deserted. The poor fellows were, however, 
brought back and flogged and put in irons. 
And when they were flogged, the captain 
used very harsh language to some of the 
ofl[icers for allowing them, as he said, to 
run off*. 

"Oh, this Captain Bligh was an unjust 
man. The natives came to the ship every 
day, and often brought presents of pigs and 
fruit to the men; but the captain would 
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claim all, saying, that whatever was brought 
to the ship belonged to him. If the men 
complained, he only abused them. 

" Once the ship broke her cable near the 
water's edge. He at first accused Otoo of 
cutting it; and when he solemnly denied it, 
he then accused the crew. He supposed 
that some of us had done it, that the ship 
might be driven ashore, and so we might 
remain in Otaheite. It was plain enough, 
that no man did it ; it was all done by its 
chafing over the rocky bottom. 

" One day there was an angry quarrel be- 
tween the captain and the carpenter. One 
of the natives had brought a large stone to 
the ship, requesting that it might be made 
fit for them to grind their hatchets on. The 
captain ordered the carpenter to cut the 
stone. He refused ; the captain abused 
him — and at last he swore he would not 
spoil his chisel by cutting the stone. 'You 
may have law to take away my clothes,* 
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said he, * but there is no law to take away 
my tools.' With this^the captain at once 
put him in irons. This was the same poor 
fellow who had been punished once before. 

"Here, as I said, we tarried for six 
months, every day feeling happier among 
the kind natives, and every day some of us 
becoming more and more discontented with 
the captain. At last we were ready to leave 
Otaheite. In pots, tubs and boxes, we had 
on board more than a thousand young plants 
of the bread-fruit, besides some other curious 
plants. 

" When Otoo learned that we were going 
to sail, he was very sad, and was kinder to 
us, if possible, than ever. He and his wife 
begged that they might remain on board the 
night before we got off, and the ship was 
loaded with presents of cocoa-nuts, plan- 
tains, bread-fruits, hogs and goats. The 
beach was deserted that afternoon ; the peo- 
ple had gone to their huts' in sorrow, and 
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even the little children were no longer play- 
ing there. When the time came, Otoo 
and his wife were landed in the boat : the 
ship set sail, and we bade farewell to Ota- 
heite. Little then did I think that I should 
ever see that island again. 

" The morning after we left, we got sight 
of a small island ; and two or three canoes 
came off bringing yams, hogs, and other 
provisions, which the captain purchased. 
One of the young men in the canoes seemed 
to know Captain Bligh, for he spoke to him 
as though he had seen him before. A few 
days after this the weather became squally, 
and a thick mass of black clouds was gath- 
ering in thQ east. In a little time, a water- 
spout was seen at no great distance from the 
ship. It traveled sp rapidly towards us that 
the captain altered the ship's course, and 
we took in all sail except the foresail. This 
was scarcely done, when it passed with a 
rustling noise within ten yards of the 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



48 FRIDAY CHRISTIAN. 

stern, and in about fifteen minutes was dis- 
persed. 

"After being at sea about three weeks, 
we came to anchor at Anamooka. Here 
the captain had some old acquaintances, 
and went ashore. Orders were given to 
Mr. Christian, the mate, to take some of the 
water casks and have them filled. The peo- 
ple at this island were rough and rude. — 
They disturbed the men so much as they 
were filling the casks, that at length the 
watering party pointed their muskets at 
them. The natives were not at all fright- 
ened; but only flourished their clubs and 
spears. They even threatened to attack 
them. Mr. Christian could do nothing, for 
the captain had ordered that we should by 
no means afiront the natives. At last Mr. 
Christian, finding it impossible to get the 
water, went to the captain, and told him of 
the difficulty. He was only abused; the 
captain telling him that he was a miserable 
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coward to be afraid of naked savages with a 
musket in his hand. Mr. Christian replied 
angrily that muskets were of no use if they 
were not allowed to use them. 

" A brisk trade was now going on with 
the natives, who crowded on board the ship ; 
they were giving yams, plantains, shaddocks 
and dogs, and receiving in return, iron, 
beads and looking-glasses. It was strange 
to see how many of these people had lost fin- 
gers from their hands. Xhis was one ol 
their marks of mourning. At last the ship 
was so crowded that it was necessary to 
clear her. The people were ordered ashore, 
the watering party ordered aboard, we un- 
moored, and got under way. Some of these 
islanders had stolen a grapnel from the ship, 
and the captain, I remember, kept two ol 
the chiefs on board, declaring that they 
should not leave the ship until the grapnel 
, was restored. But they set up such a howl- 
ing, and began to beat themselves so terribly 
3 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



$0 FRIDAY CHRISTIAN. 

in the face and eyes, that he was glad to let 
them go. He even bestowed upon them 
more than the grapnel, for in parting with 
them he gave them a hatchet and saw, a 
gimblet and some nails. 

" Three days after this, we saw the island 
Tofoa in the northeast, — and this day we 
had an unpleasant disturbance on board the 
ship. The captain came upon the deck, and 
missing some of the cocoanuts that had been 
piled up between the guns, said they had 
been stolen, and that this could not have 
been done without the knowledge of the 
officers. With this he called up all the offi- 
cers, and questioned them upon the subject. 
They knew nothing about the business, and 
he then declared that they had stolen them 
themselves, and began to ask each one sepa- 
rately how many cocoanuts he had pur- 
chased. When he spoke to Mr. Christian, 
he said, 'Captain Bligh, I hope you do not 
think me so mean as to steal your cocoa- 
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nuts/ * Yes/ said the captain, * I do : you 
must have stolen them, or you would be 
able to give a better account of them/ 
Then turning to the officers, he said, * You 
are all thieves alike, joining with the men to 
rob me. I suppose you will be stealing my 
yams next ; but I will stop that, you villains. 
I will make half of you jump overboard before 
you get through Endeavour Straits.' With 
this, he ordered the clerk to stop the grog, 
and give the men but half a pound of yams 
to-morrow, saying, at the same time, * if they 
continue to steal, I will reduce them to a 
quarter.' Mr. Christian was very angry. 

** In the evening the captain came on deck 
again, and gave directions for the course to 
be steered during the night. The master 
had the first watch, the gunner the middle 
watch, and Mr. Christian the morning 
watch. This was the round of duty for that 
night. 

" Just before daylight the next morning, 
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Mr. Christian, the ship's corporal, the gun- 
ner's mate, and one of the sailors, went to 
the captain's cabin, and found him asleep. 
But the noise of their entrance sooi^ waked 
him. They now commenced tying his hands 
behind his back with a cord, but not, as 
they said, without resistance. Bligh asked 
them what they meant. To this they re- 
plied, that if he said a word, or made the 
least noise, they would kill him on the spot. 
But Bligh, with all his faults, was a fearless 
man ; he did make a noise — he called loudly 
for help; but Mr. Christian had placed sen- 
tinels at the doors of all the officers, so that 
there was none to help him. They now 
dragged him up on the deck with no cloth- 
ing on but his shirt, Mr. Christian holding 
fast to the cord. Mr. Christian had a cut- 
lass in his hand, the others had muskets. I 
was myself sick in my bed at the time ; but 
I was forced to leave my berth, to go on 
deck and take a musket. Here I saw the 
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captain standing abaft the mizzenmast under 
the guard of these men. In a little time, all 
the crew were on deck, except such as Mr. 
Christian thought were unsafe to him, and 
these were kept below by sentinels. BBgh 
now asked again what they meant, and some 
one threatened to shoot him if he did not 
hold his tongue. The boatswain was now 
ordered to launch out the boat, and threat- 
ened with death if he did not do it instantly. 
Men were all standing around with their 
guns cocked, pointing to Captain Bligh, and 
I remember he dared them to shoot, and I 
wondered that no trigger was pulled. 

"The boat was lowered, and names of 
particular men called, who were ordered to 
step in. Some of them were allowed before 
going, to collect together twine, canvas, 
lines, sails and cordage. They saw it was 
a desperate piece of work, and were glad to 
get any thing. One man secured a cask of 
water, with about one hundred and fifty 



Digitized by VjOOQIC . 



54 FEIDAY CHRISTIAN. 

pounds of bread, a small quantity of rum and 
wine, and a quadrant and compass — these 
he was allowed to take into the boat. The 
captain asked earnestly that he might have 
a map, his surveys and drawings, his sextant 
and time-keeper ; but he was told to hold 
his peace. He now called to the men once 
more to resist this mutiny ; but the call was 
idle — none stepped forward to help him, 
though some were kindly disposed towards 
him. Threats<)f death did not stop him, for 
he was fearless. At last, when the marked 
men were all in the boat, Bligh was com- 
manded to step in. When he found he must 
go into the boat, he turned to Mr. Christian 
and begged he woald desist. * I will give 
my bond, I will give my honor, Mr. Chris- 
tian, never to think of this if you will desist. 
I beg that you will think of my wife and 
family.' Mr. Christian answered: 'No, 
Captain Bligh — if you had any honor, things 
had not come to this pass ; and if you have 
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any love for yourself and family, you should 
have thought of them before, and not be- 
haved so much like a villain/ Bligh tried 
to speak again — the boatswain, too, tried to 
pacify Mr. Christian, but he answered, * O, 
it is too late. — I am in hell. I have been in 
hell for this last fortnight, and can stand it 
no longer. I have been used like a dog all 
the voyage. Come,' said he, * Captain Bligh, 
all is ready for you — ^your officers and men 
are in the boat, and you must go.' With 
that, the captain was forced over the side 
into the boat. He now asked if he might not 
have some arms, but some one said he knew 
all the natives, and would not need arms. 
The boat was now veered astern by a rope — 
a few pieces of pork, some clothes, and two 
or three cutlasses, were thrown in. In a 
few moments she was set adrift, and Captain 
Bligh, with eighteen souls, was now in the 
open boat, on the broad ocean. As she 
drifted astern, some one said, * He has got 
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too much with him ; he will find his way- 
home.* Another said, * He has got the car- 
penter's chest of tools — tlie villain will build 
another ship/ But for my part, I felt that 
the ocean would be his grave ; that he would 
surely be swallowed up by the great deep. 
O, I have thought of him since, and of his 
wife and children. — He did not use us well, 
but it was a frightful thing to set him adrift 
thus on the wide sea. 

" The Bounty had now on board twenty- 
five souls, and Mr. Christian was the com- 
mander. He thought it best of course to 
keep out of the way of all European vessels, 
and therefore stood for Toobonia, a small 
island ninety leagues south of Otaheite. 
Upon arriving at this point he found, to his 
great dis^appointment, that it was destitute 
of all animal provisions, and before he^ould 
found his intended settlement, he must neces- 
sarily procure stock somewhere. Otaheite 
was the nearest point for this purpose that 
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we knew, and accordingly we sailed for 
Otaheite. Upon our return, the people were 
surprised to see us, and wondered why Cap- 
tain Bligh was not with us. But Mr. Chris- 
tian had an answer for them. Knowing 
the respect in which they held Captain 
Cook — ^though Cook was dead and they had 
not yet heard it — he told the people that 
Cook had met the Bounty, and sent- him 
back to procure all the live stock he could, 
for the purpose of establishing a settlement 
on a new island that Captain Bligh had dis- 
covered and called Whytootakee. The 
Otaheitans believed the story, and at once 
commenced doing gladly all they could for 
Captain Cook. We soon obtained a large 
supply, and sailed again for Toobonai. Here 
we landed, brought the stock ashore, and 
built a fort. In a little time our people, 
unfortunately, got to quarreling with the 
islanders, and at last matters reached such a 
height, that we had to take to our firearms, 
3* 
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and we made a great slaughter among them. 
Their dead bodies covered the ground in 
heaps, so that some of our men called the 
spot Bloody Bay! After this, we held a 
council to know what was best to be done. 
Most of the men were anxious to return to 
Otaheite ; so we abandoned the fort, shipped 
the stock, weighed anchor, and again sailed 
for that island. Mr. Christian began now 
to act strangely — ^he seemed unhappy, in- 
deed wretched, kept himself almost all the 
time in his cabin, and said little to any one. 
Upon arriving at Otaheite, sixteen of our 
men landed. This left nine of us in the 
ship. We were joined by six Otaheite men 
and twelve Otaheite women, cut our cable 
in the night, and set sail again. 

" We had but one desire now. What we 
longed for was, some quiet lonely spot where 
we might be concealed from all men ; where 
we might remain for ever shut out from all 
the world. After a time we reached this 
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rock-bound island. No safe anchorage was 
found for the ship, and if it had been, we 
dared not keep her. — She might attract the 
notice of some passing vessel, and we might 
be discovered. She was run into a small 
creek against the cliff. We landed the pigs, 
goats and poultry, took from her whatever 
might be useful in making our new home, 
and then set her on fire. As the flames 
curled up, we thought we were looking upon 
a ship for the last time. 

" The first thing we did now, was to divide 
the land into nine equal parts, and each 
white man took his share. The Otaheitans 
helped us cheerfully in building our houses, 
cultivating the ground, fetching wood and 
water; indeed, in doing all our work of 
every kind. Things went on happily for 
some time, and we began to think we had 
found a place of peace and comfort. Mr. 
Christian, however, still seemed sad and 
miserable, always uneasy in his mind. He 
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was constantly frightened about his safety. 
You see the high ridge of craggy hills that 
runs across the island. At the end of that 
ridge he selected a cave as his place of re- 
fuge, if ever a ship of war should discover 
our retreat. There he resolved to sell his 
life dearly. He kept there always a store 
of provisions, and near by built a small hut, 
well hidden by the trees, which served the 
purpose of a watch-house. The approach 
to that cave is so difficult, that if a party of 
men had crossed the ridge, he could have 
defied any number, so long as his ammuni- 
tion lasted. We call it yet, * the cave of Mr. 
Christian.' 

" The first thing that disturbed our peace 
now, was the death of one of the women, 
the wife of Williams. She fell from a cliff 
while gathering birds' nests. This man 
now became dissatisfied, and swore he would 
have the wife of one of the Otaheitans, or 
leave the island in one of the small boats of 
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the Bounty. He was a valuable man to us ; 
we could not well part with him, and so 
Mr. Christian allowed him to take the poor 
man's wife from him. This enraged the 
Otaheitans, and they determined to have 
vengeance. Fortunately the women were 
our friends, and they gave us notice of the 
intended attack by a song which we heard, 
* Why does black man sharpen axe ? — to kill 
white man.' The plot being discovered, 
the man whose wife was stolen, in company 
with another, fled into the woods, and there 
they were treacherously murdered by their 
own countrymen, Mr. Christian promising 
the murderers pardon for doing it. 

" All went on quietly now for more than 
a year, until two of our men (Quintal and 
McKey) carried their cruel treatment of 
the Otaheitans to such a height, that ano- 
ther plan was formed for our destruction. 
The whole plot was managed quietly ; a day 
fixed for killing every Englishman on the 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



62 FRIDAY CHRISTIAN. 

island. We had no thought of their inten- 
tion. The day came ; Williams was the first 
man shot. They next shot Mr. Christian, 
who was working at his yam plot. Mills, 
who trusted an Otaheite friend, as he thought, 
was treacherously murdered. Martin and 
Brown were separately attacked and killed — 
one with a maul, the other with a musket, 
I was myself wounded in the shoulder, but 
succeeded in making terms with them, and 
was carried to Mr. Christian's house. Young, 
being a favorite with the women, was hid- 
den by them during the attack, and after- 
wards brought to Mr. Christian's house also. 
As for Quintal and McKey, they escaped 
by running to the mountains and hiding 
then^selves. It was a horrid day. Here 
were five of our group of nine lying dead. 

" The Otaheitans soon began to quarrel 
among themselves about the wives of the 
dead men. This enraged the women; 
they rose ^.nd murdered every man of them 
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in* their sleep, except one, and he was shot 
by Young. There were now but four men 
on the island ; and I went to the mountains, 
found Quintal and McKoy, told them all 
that happened, and they came back to the 
village with me. 

" Por five years now we lived peaceably, 
except that the women would sometimes 
quarrel with each other and then with us. 
At last McKoy died. In a fit of drunken- 
ness he threw himself from a cliiT, and was 
killed on the spot. He was a man fond of 
ardent spirits, and as we had none with us, 
he began his experiments with the tee rooty 
until at last he got from it an intoxicating 
liquor that ended his life. Quintal learned 
the art from McKoy, and forthwith had 
turned his kettle into a still. But when we 
saw the wretched end of this poor man, we 
all made a vow never again to touch ardent 
spirits, and not a drop has been taken on 
this island since. 
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** Quintal died next in a horrible way ; but 
it was necessary. His wife, like Williams's, 
fell from a rock and perished while search- 
ing for birds' nests, and then — though he 
had seen the sorrow of such an attempt be- 
fore — he resolved that he would take away 
Young's wife or mine. We resisted his 
demand: he tried to kill us, but failing in 
his first attempt, swore that he would take 
our lives on the first opportunity. It was 
now clear that our lives were not safe while 
he was living. We therefore sought him, 
and deliberately killed him. It W£is an act 
of self-defence, and I hope it is pardoned in 
heaven. I did not wish to do it, but what 
else could we do ? 

"Here then were Young and myself the 
only living men upon this island — ^what 
could we do now except think of God, and 
our black sins crying out before him against 
us? 

" The remembrance of my boyhood now 
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came back upon me — my mother and my 
earliest prayers — ^the church at home where 
I had often knelt — ^the Sunday school, the 
catechism, and the teaching of the good 
curate of the parish — I seized the Prayer 
Book, and in my misery I tried to pray. O ! 
* the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord/ 

"God in his mercy shed light upon us. 
Our way was plain. We resolved by his 
help to do what we could to wipe away the 
sins of our past lives. Repentance and faith 
in the Lord Jesus were our comforts. We 
had much to do. Here were these poor 
women, and here were nineteen little chil- 
dren growing up around us : we and they to 
learn the way to heaven. You see those 
blessed books upon the chest — ^they came 
from the Bounty, the best freight that she 
carried. They have been * a light unto my 
feet and a lantern unto my paths.' With- 
out them we could not have lived. 
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" Edward Young and myself now deter- 
mined that we would have family prayers 
morning and evening in the settlement, and 
that we would teach thfe children. Regu- 
larly on Sundays I read to all the Churfch 
service in the Prayer Book. We felt we 
were happier. The children were growing 
in the best of knowledge, and we t^heir poor 
teachers were becoming wiser. The year, 
however, had not passed away, when poor 
Young was called to his account : he died 
of asthma. 

" Left alone now, I felt I had the more 
work to do, and worked the more earnestly. 
I have but little more to say. I did the best 
I could. I made laws to rule this little set- 
tlement — family prayers are held night and 
morning — Sunday I still read the Church 
service, and the boys and girls are still 
taught by me. I have baptized the children, 
and when they were ready to marry I have 
married them. I never gave them confir- 
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mation or the sacrament of the Lord's sup- 
per. I dared not do this. I did the best I 
could, and by God's help have tried to do so 
for many years. Do they not all seem 
happy ? I bless God and thank him for his 
mercy to a miserable sinner."* 

* The names of the nine mntineera who landed on 
Pitcaim's Island may properly be here given. They were 
as follows : Fletcher Christian, Edward Young, Alexander 
Smith or John Adams, William M'Koy, Matthew Quin- 
tal, John Williams, Isaac Martin, John Mills, and William 
Brown. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE OPEN BOAT NAVIGATION. 

Thoa rnlest the raging of the tea, when the waves thereof arise, thon 
stillest them.— Psalm Izzziz. 9. 

The captain had listened intently to this 
frightful narrative of Adams, without once 
interrupting him, and now that his story 
was ended, he stood looking upon him in 
amazement. Here was one of the bold 
mutineers of the Bounty ! His first impulse 
was to arrest him, put him in irons, and 
take him to England. But then what would 
become of this little colony ? All looked up 
to Adams as their father and their guide — 
all leaned upon him as their protector, for 
he had protected them and taught them to 
be happy. His better feeling prevailed — he 
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forgot for a moment the mutineer as he 
looked upon the poor penitent: he deter- 
mined not to molest him. And O with what 
awful reverence did he now regard those 
sacred volumes, which floating so strangely 
to this lonely island, had with God's blessing 
wrought so much in the heart of this once 
hardened sinner! They had indeed been 
the light shining in darkness. Mighty wit- 
nesses from Heaven, speaking even here, to 
this awful offender, words of truth, and 
justice, and mercy. " Surely," thought he, 
"Adams is right — the Bibj^e and* Prayer 
Book were the best freight of the Bounty." 
His voice now broke the silence. " Would 
you like to go to England ?" said he. " Yes," 
replied the old man, " 1 should be glad to 
see my home again before I die." " I will 
take you if you wish to go," said the captain. 
Adams seemed eager, and professed again 
his readiness to go. All were now agitated 
— there was not a dry eye among the wo- 
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men, and the men were greatly excited. 
His old wife, almost blind, caime to him 
imploring him not to think of leaving her, 
while his daughter — a young woman — threw 
her arms round his neck, entreating him not 
to think of leaving them to perish, and cry- 
ing, " O do not, sir, take from me my father ! 
Do not take my best, my dearest friend." 
Her speech failed her, and she could only 
cling to him weeping. The captain assured 
them that he had no wish upon the subject, 
that he did not mean to take him from them, 
and this turned their sorrow to the wildest 
joy. It is impossible to describe their de- 
light. 

When they were calm, the captain said 
to Adams, " You have told me a frightful 
story. I will tell you the rest — ^you shall 
hear from me what became of Bligh and his 
eighteen companions, and what became of 
the sixteen mutineers left by you at Otaheite. 
The story of Bligh in that little boat is 
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awful^-every day almost after he left you, 
was a lifetime of suffering." 

" Then he reached home ?" said Adams. 

"Hear me, old man," said the Captain. 
" I will tell you his story — ^you shall hear the 
sufferings of every day until at last he" 

" Died — was swallowed up by the ocean !" 
cried Adams. 

" Listen," said the captain, " and you shall 
hear. You set Captain Bligh adrift in that 
boat in sight of the island of Tofoa, on the 
morning of the 26th of April, 1789. When 
he lost sight of the ship, the first thing that 
he did was, Uke a wise man, to examine the 
state of his resources, to see what he had in 
the boat. He found that he only had one 
hundred and fifty pounds of bread, sixteen 
pieces of pork, six quarts of rum, six hot- 
ties of wine, and twenty-eight gallons 
of water. Being near the island of To- 
foa, he resolved to seek there a supply of 
bread-fruit and water, and if possible, not 
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to break in upon the stock in hand. 
They rowed along the coast, but unfortu- 
nately found nothing but cocoanut-trees on 
the top of high precipices. The surf ran 
high, the hills were hard to climb, and, with 
great danger, they gathered only about 
twenty cocoanuts. The second day they 
landed and make excursions upon the island, 
but without any success. They saw, how- 
ever, a few of the islanders, who came down 
to the cove where the boat was lying. 
These men had seen the ship, and inquired 
what had become of her. Bligh told them 
that she was upset, and that they were the 
only persons saved. This was an unfortu- 
nate answer, for the natives at once saw 
their weakness. They brought them how- 
ever small quantities of bread-fruit, plantains 
and cocoanuts, but could give them no 
water. In the course of the day, large num- 
bers of the natives had come down to the 
beach ; and as some of them began to knock 
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stones together, Bligh knew that this was a 
sure sign of attack. He at once hurried the 
men into the boat, and pushed off through 
the surf. All his men were in but one, 
(John Norton,) and he, poor fellow, was 
stoned to death while casting off the stem- 
fast. They pulled out to sea with all speed, 
but canoes filled with stones pursued and 
attacked them. What could they do? — 
they had no weapons. They could only 
throw back such stones as lodged in their 
boat. A happy thought now struck Bligh. 
He saw that the fight was unequal, and de- 
termined, if possible, to stop the pursuit. 
He ordered the men to throw some clothes 
overboard, and while his enemy stopped to 
pick them up, he pulled away and escaped. 

" Out of danger, the men at once com- 
menced begging Bligh to take them home. 
He told them plainly that their only chance 
of reaching England was to hold out until 
they reached Timor, a Dutch settlement, 
4 
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and that that point was twelve hundred 
leagues from them — ^moreover, that they had 
on board provisions only for about a week, 
and that they must be made to last a month 
at least. He asked if they were all resolved 
that the provisions should last. They de- 
clared they were, and seemed happy. They 
promised to be contented with an allowance, 
and Bligh exhorted them, in the most solemn 
manner, not to forget this promise. He in- 
stantly put each man upon an allowance of 
one ounce of bread, and a quarter of a pint 
of water per day, and bore away over the 
broad sea. That night, as they moved on, 
under a reefed lug foresail,- having divided 
the men into watches and got the boat in a 
little order, Bligh returned thanks to God for 
their miraculous preservation thus far. 

At daybreak next day, Bligh was alarmed 
when he saw the sun rising fiery and red, 
the sure sign of a gale of wind. He was 
not mistaken. About eight o'clock it began 
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to blow ; the sea ran so high that the sail 
was becalmed between the seas, and too 
much to have set when on the top of the 
sea, yet they could not venture to take it in. 
The sea curled over the stern of the boat, 
and they had to bail with all their might to 
keep from sinking. The bread being in 
bags was getting wet, and if this was spoiled, 
what was their hope ? They would starve 
if they were not drowned. Bligh ordered 
all unnecessary clothing, with some rope 
and spare sails, to be thrown overboard to 
lighten the boat. He cleared the carpenter's 
chest of the tools, stowing them away in the 
b6ttom of the boat, and packed the bread in 
the chest for safe keeping. The storm in- 
creasing, the sea ran higher, the boat was 
necessarily kept before the sea, and the bail- 
ing was incessant. The men at times 
were completely benumbed. From time to 
time Bligh administered to the poor fellows, 
exhausted with the wet and cold, a tea- 
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spoonful of the rum, and this would revive 
them. 

" At last, to their great joy, on the night 
of the 4th and morning of the 5th of May, 
the storm had abated. Now the stock of 
bread was at once examined. A great part 
of it was found to be damaged and rotten, 
but even this was carefully put away for 
use. The boat was now running among 
some islands, and the men longed to go 
ashore, but the remembrance of what they 
had met at Tofoa, made them afraid. The 
misery of these poor men was not to be for- 
gotten easily, eVen in their sleep. Rest at 
night may cure many privations by day, but 
how could eighteen men find room to lie 
down in this little boat of twenty feet? 
Bligh had arranged the best he could, by 
putting them at watch and watch, so that 
one half always sat up, while the other half 
lay down on the bottom of the boat. But 
even this gave but poor accommodation to 
their cramped and weary limbs. 
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" On the morning of the 7th, it being wet 
and cold, Bligh gave to each man again a 
teaspoonful of rum, with their allowance of 
bread for breakfast. To-day they were 
near some rocky islands, and saw two large 
sailing canoes coming swiftly towards them ; 
but fortunately they escaped from them. 
This day, too, it rained heavily, and though 
the men were well drenched, they managed 
to catch about six gallons of water, besides 
quenching their thirst for the first time since 
they left the Bounty. They passed, how- 
ever, a wretched night in their wet clothes. 

" On the 8th, the captain again found it 
necessary to give the teaspoonful of rum 
with their breakfast. The day being more 
calm, they succeeded in cleaning the boat 
and getting every thing dry and in order. 
Before this, he had been serving their allow- 
ances as fairly as he could, but now he made 
a pair of scales of two cocoanut shells. 
Accidentally he had in his pockets some pis- 
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tol balls. He knew that twenty -five of these 
weighed a pound, or sixteen ounces, and 
now one of these balls was made the weight 
of bread at any time served to any man. 
Not knowing what accident might befall 
him, he told them now of the situation of 
New Guinea and New Holland, and in- 
structed them how to proceed to find their 
way to Timor in case he should die. Know- 
ing, too, that it was necessary to keep up 
the spirits of his men, he devised plans to 
amuse them. A log line was measured and 
marked, and the men were practised in 
counting seconds correctly, that the distance 
run on each day might be learned accu- 
rately, and not by guessing. These little 
employments amused them for the time, and 
the log being daily and hourly hove, turned 
their thoughts from their wretched situation. 
Then every noon when the sun was out, or 
at other times before and after noon, and 
also at night, when the stars shone, the cap- 
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tain never neglected to take observations 
for the latitude, and to work the day's work 
for ascertaining the ship's place. These ob- 
servations were sometimes made under the 
most difficult circumstances, the sea break- 
ing over the captain, and the boat pitching 
and rolling so much, that he was obliged to 
be propped up while taking them. The 
anxiety of the men to learn how they had 
proceeded, what progress they had made, 
and whereabouts they were on the wide 
ocean, helped to drive away their sor- 
rows. 

" On the morning of the 9th, a quarter of 
a pint of cocoanut milk, and some of the 
rotten bread, were served for breakfast, and 
for dinner they had the kernels of four 
cocoanuts, and the last of the rotten bread. 
Bad as it was, they were glad to get it. In 
the afternoon, a storm of thunder and light- 
ning came upon them, and they succeeded 
in catching about twenty gallons more of 
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water. Drenched in the rain, the captain 
gave them again a teaspoonful of rum all 
round, but they spent a miserable night. 

" The 10th brought them no comfort, ex- 
cept the blessed light of heaven. The wind 
blew fresh, the sea broke over the boat so 
much, that two men were kept constantly 
bailing, and it was necessary to keep the 
boat before the waves for fear of its filling. 
Still every man received cheerfully his 
twenty-fifth part of a pound of bread, and a 
quarter of a pint of water at morning, at 
noon and at sunset. With their dinner this 
day they had, too, half an ounce of pork. 

"On the 11th, the sky was overcast, the 
weather was rougher, the sea was running 
over the stem constantly, and the men were 
constantly bailing with all their might. No 
man had slept the night before, and most of 
them could scarcely move their cramped 
limbs. The teaspoonful of rum again com- 
forted them. The sun on this dark day. 
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peeped out for a moment at noon, and this 
cheered them. 

" The 12th was a wretched day for them. 
It rained hard — they were thoroughly soaked 
with the wet, their limbs were so cramped 
that many could not move, and some com- 
plained of great pain in their bowels. The 
wretched appearance of some frightened the 
captain ; he began to fear the worst. Shiver- 
ing himself, he advised all the men to strip 
and wring their clothes in the sea-water, 
and at once commenced setting the example, 
which they followed. This over, and clad 
again, they found they were warmer and 
more comfortable. Occasionally a sea was 
shipped this day, and some bailing was 
necessary. Miserable as they were, the 
captain now found it necessary to tell them 
that they could no longer have the teaspoon- 
ful of rum. 

" On the 13th and 14th, the rain and heavy 

sea continued, and of course their misery 

4# 
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also. To add to it, they passed several 
islands in the midst of the storm, yet were 
afraid to land. They chose to trust God 
and the elements rather than the savages. 
Poor, perishing, and starving men, in the 
sight of land and plenty ! 

"The 15th was the same — the sea still 
breaking over them, and they bailing with 
all their strength. The night of the 15th 
Bligh thought the darkest he had ever seen. 
Not a star was to be seen by which the 
steerage could be directed. No man could 
sleep. The 16th continued the same. — 
Most of the men seized ravenously their 
little allowances, to which half an ounce of 
pork was added this day. At night they 
were visited with thunder and lightning: 
again no star was to be seen, and the steer- 
age was uncertain. 

" Naturally enough, on the morning of the 
17th, almost every man was complaining 
bitterly, and some begged for an extra allow- 
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ance. This was positively refused by the 
captain. He reminded them of their pro- 
mise, and the poor creatures submitted. 
The night was again dark and dismal ; there 
was nothing but the wind and waves to 
direct their steerage. Bligh was himself 
now very unhappy. His object was, if pos- 
sible, to make the coast of New Holland, to 
the southward of Endeavour Straits, and he 
knew that it was necessary to preserve such 
a situation as would make a southerly wind 
a fair one — that so he might range along the 
reefs until he should reach an opening in 
smooth water, and find some refreshments 
for his wretched crew. But what could he 
do with his boat in such nights as th»se ? 

" Fortunately, on the 18th, the rain abat- 
ed, and they took occasion now to strip 
and wring their clothes again in the sea- 
water. This warmed and cheered them, 
but some complained of violent pains in 
their bones. This was only a gleam of com- 
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fort : before night the clouds were pouring 
upon them again, and the work of bailing 
was incessant. 

" For five long days the weather continued 
much the same. The sea was breaking 
over them, the work of bailing was unceas- 
ing. Their misery was increasing. Night 
brought no comfort, for they could not sleep. 
Their scanty allowance was regularly served 
out to them, and they devoured it rave- 
nously. Hunger began to show its effects 
in their ghastly looks. On the morning of 
the 23d, Bligh thought that another such 
night would end the sufferings of many; 
they could not last much longer. 

"On the morning of the 24th, the sun 
dawned brightly, the weather looked much 
better, and they were all cheered. Wretch- 
ed as they were, the bright sunshine made 
some cheerful countenances. The men 
took their scanty food with satisfaction ; the 
sun wartned them. They stripped and hung 
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up their threadbare clothes to dry, and be- 
gan to talk to each other encouragingly. 
In the afternoon many birds were seen, such 
as boobies and noddies, a sure indication 
that land was near. 

" As the sea, for the first day in a long 
time, was running fair, and the boat shipped 
but little water, Bligh took the opportunity 
to examine into the state of their bread. He 
found that at the present rate of living, there 
was a quantity sufficient for twenty-nine 
days, and by the end of this time, he hoped 
to reach Timor. But as it was possible he 
might fail in this, and might have to go to 
Java, he determined to proportion the al- 
lowance, so as to make the stock last six 
weeks. He was almost afraid to mention 
this determination to the starving crew, but 
thought best to do so plainly. He told them 
that delays might happen in reaching Timor, 
from storms, contrary winds, or other causes, 
and that their supplies must be made to last 
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six weeks. To his jojand sarprise,they all 
agreed to his proposaL It was now settled, 
therefore, that every person should receive 
one twenty-fifth part of a poond of bread for 
breakfast, and the same amount for dinner, 
as asoal ; bat that the qoandty for sapper 
shoaM be discontinued. This arrangement 
left them a supi^y for forty days. 

^ On the 25th, they were made very hap- 
py. Some noddies came flying near the 
boat, and one of the men was fortunate 
enough to catch one in his hand. Bligh cut 
it into eighteen parts, with its entrails, and 
when dinner time came, distributed it to the 
men, with their allowance of bread and 
water. The distribution was made by the 
old method at sea, of " who shall have this ?"* 



* One person turns his back to the object to be divided ; 
another then points separately to each portion, saying at 
the same time, <* Who shall have thit ?" to which the 
first answers by naming somebody. This mode gives every 
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and they were all satisfied. The bird was 
eaten up, bones and all, with salt water for 
sauce. In the evening of the same day, a 
booby was caught, and divided in the same 
way for supper ; the blood being saved, and 
given to the three weakest men of the party. 
This was a day of feasting. 

" It was evident now that they were near- 
ing the land, for the next day another booby 
was caught. Providence was relieving 
them. The men were overjoyed. The 
bird was divided in the same way — the blood 
being again given to the weak — and they 
ate their dinner thankfully. That night was 
calm; the next morning was serene, and 
the sea smooth. They now began to ex- 
perience another difficulty. As the sun rose 
higher, many began to suffer with the heat. 
They became faint and languid, and seemed 



man the same chance. Bligh got the beak and claws for 
his share. 
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not to care whether they lived or died. 
This was alarming to Biigh. Towards 
evening, from the appearance of the clouds, 
he knew that he must be near land, and told 
them so. This roused them somewhat, and 
they began to look brighter, and talk of 
what they should probably find on it. In 
the evening, two more boobies were taJken, 
and this seemed, for the time, to restore them. 
The birds were divided as usual. In their 
stomachs were found several flying fish and 
some small cuttle fish — and they feasted, as 
they thought, finely. 

" Bligh was right. On the morning of the 
28th, the man at the helm heard the sound 
of breakers. They were near the * barrier 
reef,' which runs along the eastern coast of 
New Holland, through which it was now 
their anxious desire to find a passage. The 
sea broke furiously over every part of the 
reef, but within, the water was as smooth 
as glass. All now felt that they were in 
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sight of comfort. At last a break in the reef 
was discovered, a quarter of a mile wide, 
and through this the boat passed rapidly, 
with a strong current, and came into smooth 
water. They now returned thanks to God 
for his protection, and though they had no 
birds to-day, took joyfully their allowance 
of bread and water for dinner. The coast 
soon began to show itself very distinctly, 
and in the evening, they landed oh the sandy 
point of a low island. 

"A party was at once sent out to see 
what could be found, and they returned 
shortly, with the cheering news that they 
had discovered plenty of fresh water and an 
abundance of oysters. They had brought 
some of the oysters with them. There was 
fortunately in the boat a tinder-box, and an 
old copper pot. A fire was soon blazing 
on the beach, and in a little time a fine stew 
was made of oysters, bread and pork. Each 
man had, for his share, a full pint. Now 
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they laid down, stretching their limbs, and 
found some rest. 

" The next day they feasted comfortably 
again, on a stew of oysters and palm-tops. 
In the course of this day, some of the men 
were, greatly frightened. Contrary to Bligh's 
orders, some of them, who had been sent for 
oysters, picked berries from the trees and 
ate them. They came back complaining of 
pains, and thought they were poisoned. 
Fortunately no mischief happened from their 
imprudence ; they had only eaten too much. 

" The captain, to his great joy, saw, on 
the morning of the 30th, all his men looking 
better, and determined again to put to sea 
that evening. Some were sent to gather a 
stock of oysters, others filled all the casTcs 
with fresh water to the amount of sixty 
gallons, while Bligh overhauled the bread, 
and found he still had thirty-eight days' 
allowance. When all was ready, the whole 
party was called to attend prayers before 
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Starting. Just then, some twenty naked 
savages were seen running towards them, 
hallooing, and beckoning to them. As each 
one was armed with a long spear, Bligh 
thought it best to get out of their way ; all 
jumped aboard, and the boat pushed off into 
the water. As he left, with a heart full of 
the remembrance of God's mercy, he called 
the island Restoration Island. 

" They now proceeded towards the north, 
having the continent on their left, and several 
islands and reefs on the right. On the 31st, 
they landed on one of these islands, and it 
being Sunday, Bligh called it Sunday Island. 
Two parties were now ordered to go out to 
look for supplies, while the rest remained by 
the boat. Jlere they were near a serious diffi- 
culty. One of the men ordered out, showed 
signs of mutiny— he was unwilling to go ; 
said he had already worked too hard, and 
that he did not care for his dinner ; looked 
fiercely at the captain, and told him he was 
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as good a man as he was. With this, Bligh 
seized a cutlass, and ordered the man to 
take another and defend himself. The bold- 
ness of the captain frightened him : he cried 
out that Captain Bligh was going to kill 
him, instantly confessed he had done wrong, 
and submitted. On this island they found 
oysters, clams, dogfish, and some beans ; and 
one of the parties brought in twelve noddies. 
Here, too, three of the men were quite sick, 
but a little of the wine revived them. 

" On the 1st of June, they landed at seve- 
ral small sandy islands, and got some clams 
and beans. On the 3d, after passing several . 
keys and islands, and doubling Cape York, 
the northeastern point of New Holland, in 
the evening, the little boat once more 
launched out into the broad ocean. Bligh 
told them that eight or ten days would 
bring them to a land of safety, and they all 
seemed happy. 

"The next day was calm and the sea 
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smooth, and they moved on comfortably. 
On the 5th, another booby was caught. 
The blood was again given to the weak, and 
the bird put away for the next day's dinner. 
The 6th proved a wet and chilly day, and 
the men were again suffering. Their appe- 
tites seemed to be more voracious than ever 
from their late feasting. The bird helped 
to comfort them at dinner, and in the eve- 
ning, Bligh recommenced giving them again 
an allowance for supper, according to the 
promise made when it was discontinued. 
They spent a miserable night, and on the 
morning of the 7th, two of the men were 
suffering badly with cramp and headache. 
Bligh gave them a little bread soaked in 
wine, and this relieved them. For dinner 
this day, they ate the last of their dried 
clams. The wind was blowing hard all 
day, and the sea was running high and 
breaking over the boat constantly. 

" On the 8th, the weather was more mode- 
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rate, and a small dolphin was caught, which 
gave about two ounces to each man. At 
night, however, it again blew strong, the 
boat shipped much water, and they all suf- 
fered greatly from the wet and cold. The 
two sick men of the preceding day, seemed 
now to be faint and dying, but the wine re- 
stored them. 

"This weather continuing through the 
day and night of the 9th, was very distress- 
ing. On the morning of the 10th, Bligh 
was frightened as he looked at his men. 
Extreme weakness, swelled legs, hollow and 
ghastly countenances, an uncommon drow- 
siness, an apparent weakness of understand- 
ing, seemed to have come more or less over 
all of them. The wine was some relief, and 
this he gave as freely as he could, struggling 
to rOuse them, at the same time, by telling 
them that the voyage was almost ended. 
This day was an awful one. 

"On the morning of the 11th, Bligh told 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



FRIDAY CHRISTIAN. 95 

his wretched and sinking crew, that he was 
now sure he had passed the meridian of 
the eastern part of Timor. The news star- 
tled them-; they seemed again to have life. 
By God's mercy, at 3 o'clock on the next 
morning, Timor was discovered at a distance 
of only two leagues. Who could describe 
their delight now ? They seemed like new 
men. How they gazed at the land ! They 
could scarcely believe the sight of their own 
eyes. Yet their eyes did not deceive them. 
— Here was Timor. They were forty-one 
days from Tofoa, and in that time had run, 
by the log, a distance of three thousand six 
hundred and eighteen miles in their little 
boat, and not one man had perished. 

" On Sunday, the 14th, they came safely 
to anchor in Coupang bay. Their bodies 
were nothing but skin and bones; their 
limbs were full of sores, and they were 
clothed in rags ; some of them could scarce- 
ly walk. Tears of gratitude and joy flowed 
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down the cheeks of the poor sufferers. They 
blessed God for his goodness, — ^while the in- 
habitants came down to the boat, looking 
upon them with a mixture of horror, sur- 
prise and pity. The people of Timor treat- 
ed them with every mark of kindness, gladly 
threw open their houses for their reception, 
and supplied every want. 

" Here they remained among these hos- 
pitable people, for two months, recruiting 
their strength. At length, a small schooner 
was purchased and armed for their purposes ; 
on the 20th of August they set sail in her, 
and arrived at Batavia Road on the 1st of 
October. Here passages were provided for 
the men in ships of the Dutch East India 
Company, then about to sail for Europe, 
while Bligh embarked in a Dutch packet, 
and was landed on the Isle of Wight, on the 
14th of March, 1790."* 

* The names of the eighteen persons, in the open boat 
with Bligh, were as follows : John Fryer, Thomas Led- 
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ward, David Nelson, William Peckover, William Cole, 
William Purcell, William Elphiostone, Thomas Hayward, 
John Hallet, John Norton, Peter Linkletter, Lawrence 
Lebogoe, John Smith, Thomas Hall, George Simpson, 
Robert Tinkler, Robert Lamb, Mr. Samuel. 

Of these, Norton was killed at Tofoa ; Nelson died at 
Conpang ; Elphinstone, Linkletter and Hall died at Batayia ; 
Lamb died on the passage from Batavia ; and Ledward was 
left at Batavia, and never heard of afterward. Eleven of 
these eighteen, reached their native land again. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ARREST OF MUTINEERS. 

Thoa hast wt our iniquities before thee ; our secret sins in the light 
of thy oonntenanoe. — Psalu zo. 8. 

The Lord is known by the Judgment which he execnteth; the 
wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. — Psalm iz. 16. 

Tears filled the eyes of the old man, as 
the captain finished. " Blessed be God," he 
cried with clasped hands, ''Captain Bligh 
reached England ! God is merciful." 

" God is merciful," said the captain, " more 
merciful than man." 

" O yes, yes," cried Adams, " let me fall 
into the hands of God, and not into the 
hands of man. Captain Bligh reached home 
— ^I thank God. I thought surely he was 
swallowed up in the wide waters. God is 
merciful." 
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" I have something more to tell you/' said 
the captain. "Hear me, and I will tell you 
now of the sixteen men left by you at Ota- 
heite." 

" When Captain Bligh reached home, his 
story soon excited a deep interest. His suffer- 
ings, and his marvelous preservation, awak- 
ened an earnest desire to arrest the mutineers, 
if possible, and bring them to justice. The 
king was very earnest in his feelings ; in a 
little time, the Pandora, a frigate of twenty- 
four guns, was made ready, placed under 
the command of Captain Edwards, and sent 
to the South Seas. She had on board one 
hundred and sixty men, (some of whom had 
been with Bligh in his perilous voyage,) and 
her orders were to proceed immediately to 
Otaheite, and not finding the mutineers 
there, to visit the different groups of the 
Society and Friendly Islands, and others in 
the neighboring parts of the Pacific, and, if 
possible, to seize and bring home, in confine- 
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ment, the whole or any part of the muti- 
neers that might be discovered. 

"The Pandora arrived at Otaheite, and 
anchored in Matavai bay, on the 23d of 
March, 1791. One of the men of the Boun- 
ty came on board even before she anchored,. 
On reaching the ship, the captain began to 
make inquiries about the Bounty and her 
people, and the man readily answered all 
questions. Just after the ship had anchored, 
and before any boat was sent ashore, two 
others came on board. They talked freely 
about the Bounty. In a little time, they were 
invited into the cabin, arrested and put in 
irons. Four others soon made their appear- 
ance, and were seized and confined. From 
these prisoners and the natives, the captain 
learned that the rest of the Bounty's people 
(except two that were dead) had built a 
schooner, in which they had sailed, the day 
before, from Matavai bay to the northwest 
part of the island. He afterwards found out 
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that she had sailed, but had returned and 
anchored at Pappara. A native messenger 
however, upon the arrest of the seven, fled 
to Pappara, told their companions of what 
had happened, and they set sail again. 
. " There were two men who had died. 
Their names were Churchill and Thompson. 
It seems that after the sixteen were left at 
Otaheite, these two men had accompanied 
a chief who was the tayo, or sworn friend 
of Churchill. The chief died without chil- 
dren, and according to the custom of the 
country, Churchill succeeded to his property 
and dignity. Thompson now became jea- 
lous, and took an opportunity to shoot his 
companion. This enraged the natives, who 
were attached to Churchill; they caught 
Thompson, and stoned him to death. A 
piece of his skull was actually brought on 
board the Pandora. 

" Upon hearing of the schooner, the cap- 
tain immediately sent two lieutenants, with 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



102 FRIDAY CHRISTIAN. 

the pinnace and launch, in search of her. 
They soon came in sight of her, and chased 
her out to sea ; but the schooner gained so 
much upon them, and night coming on, they 
gave up the pursuit and returned to the 
ship. The next morning they learned she 
was at Pappara, and the lieutenants again 
started in search of her. They found her 
at anchor now, but the men had deserted 
her and fled to the mountains. They car- 
ried off the schooner, and the next day 
returned to the same place. Th^ now 
heard that the men were not far off.* In a 
little time, six of them made their appear- 
ance, and at the command of the officers, 
laid down their arms and surrendered them- 
selves. They were at once put in irons 
and carried to the ship. Arrived there, 
the lieutenants found that the other man 
had already gone on board and surrendered 
himself. Thus the fourteen were now se- 
cured. Pomarre, who ruled the island, had 
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readily helped the officers (it is said) in all 
their efforts to arrest the men. The people 
of the island certainly felt differently. At 
one time, there was a story brought to the 
captain that they intended to cut the ship's 
cable, the first strong wind that should blow 
on the shore, that the men might escape. 
This was natural, for some of them had 
wives and children on the island. 

" A round-house was now built upon the 
after part of the quarter-deck, for better se- 
curity, and to prevent all communication 
witfi the crew ; and into this the prisoners, 
in irons, were placed.* 



* The names of the aizteen mutineers who landed at 
Otaheite, were as follows : Peter Hejrwood, James Morri- 
son, William Mospratt, Thomas Burkitt, John Millward, 
Thomas Ellison, Joseph Coleman, Charles Norman, Thomas 
Mcintosh, Michael Byrne, George Stewart, John Sumner, 
Richard Skinner, Henry Hilbrandt, Charles Churchill and 
Matthew Thompson. The fourteen first named were made 
prisoners on the. Pandora. 
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" The natives now crowded on board the 
ship, bringing all manner of supplies to the 
prisoners. It was a touching sight to see 
the interviews between those who were 
married, and their poor wives and children. 
The case of poor Peggy Stewart was the 
saddest of all. 

"She was the daughter of a chief, and 
Stewart, one of these unhappy men, had 
taken her for his wife. They had lived 
with the old chief most tenderly ; a beautiful 
little girl had been born to them, and was at 
the breast when Stewart was seized and put 
in irons. Frantic with grief, this wretched 
young woman flew, with her infant, in a 
canoe, to the arms of her husband. The in- 
terview was so afiecting, that the ofiicers 
themselves were afflicted, and Stewart, un- 
able to bear the heart-rending scene, begged 
that she might not again be admitted on 
board. She was separated from him by 
violence, and carried to the shore in a state 
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of grief and despair too big for utterance. 
Forbidden to come again to the ship, and 
thus kept away from her husband, she sunk 
into the deepest sorrow ; it preyed on her 
vitals ; she lost all relish for food and life, 
pined for two months, (it is said,) and fell a 
victim to her feelings, dying literally of a 
broken heart.* 

" These wretched scenes were at length 
broken up by the departure of the ship. 
Edwards was now to search for the remain- 
ing mutineers ; but he had little clew to guide 
him in his efforts. All that he knew, was 
what he gathered from some of the island- 
ers, and from the journals found in some of 
the chests of the mutineers already taken — 
and his knowledge was only this : that after 
the mutiny, the Bounty was taken to Too- 

* This story of Peggy Stewart is remarkably confirmed 
in the narrative of the first missionary voyage of the DuflT. 
Her child was tenderly brought up by a sister, who nursed 
it as her own. • , 

6* 
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bonai, and thence to Otaheite ; thence back 
again to Toobonai, where the mutineefs fail- 
ing to establish themselves, she was once 
more taken to Otaheite. Here sixteen land- 
ed, and the rest had set sail on the night of 
the 21st of September, for parts unknown. 
The last that was seen of the ship was on 
the next morning, when the islanders saw 
her under full sail in the distance, and they 
remembered that Christian had often been 
heard to say, that he meant to seek some 
uninhabited island, where no man could find 
him. With this limited knowledge did the 
captain sail from Otaheite on the 8th of 
May, accompanied by the little schooner 
that he had taken from the mutineers. 

" The Pandora visited numerous islands 
without success, when, at length, on touch- 
ing at one of the Palmerston group, one of 
the officers found a yard and some spars, 
with the broad arrow upon them, and mark- 
ed * BountjF*' The captain thought he was 
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surely now on the track, and consequently 
a very close search was made in all the 
islands of the group. It was while this 
search was going on, that a heavy gale 
separated the frigate from the little schooner, 
and they lost sight of her. Wandering 
about the ocean for three months, Captain 
Edwards made his fruitless search, until, at 
last, on the 29th of August, he found he was 
on the coast of New Holland, close to that 
extraordinary reef of coral rocks, known as* 
* Barrier Reef,' which runs along the greater 
part of the eastern coast, but at some dis- 
tance from it. The boat was sent out to 
look for an opening in the reef, which was 
soon discovered ; but in the course of the 
night, the ship had drifted past it. On get- 
ting soundings the topsails were filled ; but 
before the tacks were hauled on board, and 
other sail made and trimmed, the ship struck 
upon the reef, with two fathoms on the 
larboard side, and three fathoms on the 
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Starboard. The sails were braced about 
different ways, in the effort to get her off; 
but to no purpose. They were then clewed 
up, and afterwards furled, the top-gallant 
yards got down, and the top-gallant masts 
struck. Boats were now hoisted out, for 
the purpose of carrying out an anchor ; but 
before that could be done, the ship struck 
the reef violently again, and they found that 
in five minutes she was making two feet of 
water. All hands were now called to the 
pumps, and to bailing at the different hatch- 
ways; but the water still gained upon them 
so fast, that in one hour and a half from the 
time the ship struck, there was nine feet of 
water in the hold. In a little time, the ship 
had beaten over the reef, and was in ten 
fathoms water ; they now let go the small 
bower anchor, cleared away a cable, and let 
go the best bower anchor, to steady her. 
Some of the guns were now thrown over- 
board, and for a little time, the water seemed 
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to gain less upon them. They now hoped, 
by the help of a thrummed topsail, which 
they were preparing to haul under the ship's 
bottom, to be able to lessen the leak still 
more, and to free the ship of water. But in 
this they were disappointed. As the ship 
settled in the water, the leak again increased 
so fast, that they began to fear she would 
sink before daylight. To make matters 
worse, two of the pumps now got out of 
order ; but still, by pumping and bailing the 
rest of the night, they managed to keep 
afloat. When daylight dawned, they found 
that the ship had been carried to the north- 
ward by a tide or current ; that the water 
was gaining upon them, in spite of all their 
efibrts, and that there was no chance of 
saving her. 

"AH that could be done now, was to pro- 
vide for their own safety. The four boats 
were lowered, manned with careful hands, 
and kept astern of the ship. In these were 
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placed a small quantity of bread, water, and 
other necessary articles; rafts were made 
as fast as possible, and all floating things 
upon deck were unlashed. This was scarce- 
ly done, when they found the hold was full, 
the water was between decks, and also wash- 
ing in at the upper deck ports. It was time 
to leave ; they began to leap overboard, and 
before all could escape, the ship went down. 
The shrieks of some of the drowning men 
were awful. 

" The boats continued astern of the ship, in 
the direction of the drift of the tide from her, 
and picked up the people that had hold of rafts, 
and other floating things that had been cast 
loose for their safety. Two of these boats, 
filled with men, were now sent to a small 
sandy island, about four miles distant, while 
Captain Edwards, with the other two, remain- 
ed near the wreck, picking up all that could 
be seen. He then followed with his load to 
the little island, landed with his men, and 
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the boats were immediately sent back to 
save more, if possible. But, alas ! they re- 
turned with no more; not another person 
was found. On mustering the people that 
were saved, eighty-nine of the ship's com- 
pany, and ten of the mutineers answered 
to their names. Thirty-one of the crew, 
and four of the mutineers had gone down 
with the wreck.* 

" Shipwrecked, many of them naked, and 
all well nigh exhausted, with the hot sun 
pouring down upon them, the poor sailors, 
on that little island, suffered greatly. Yet, 
thankful to Grod that their lives were spared, 
in a little time they were hauling up the 
boats to repair the damages, and to stretch 

* It is said that Captain Edwards behaved craelly to- 
wards the mutineers daring this awful wreck; that he 
refused to strike off their fetters that they might struggle 
with the water, and that the four who perished, died with 
their hands still in manacles. — The husband of poor Peggy 
Stewart was one of them. It is to be hoped, for the sake 
of humanity, that the story is not true. 
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canvas around the gunwales, the better to 
keep the sea from breaking into them. 
They knew that a voyage was before them ; 
that they could not long stay where they 
were. All bore their sorrow well, save one. 
He, poor man, in his excruciating thirst, 
foolishly drank the salt water, went mad, 
and died not long afterwards. 

" All being ready for their voyage, the crew 
was divided into four companies for the four 
boats, and a portion of the prisoners com- 
mitted to each. It was found, by calcula- 
tion, that their provisions would last sixteen 
days, by allowing each man two wine glasses 
of water a day, and a very small quantity 
of bread, the weight of a musket ball. The 
provisions therefore being distributed, and a 
pair of wooden scales made for each boat, 
they all embarked. 

" They had not been out long, when they 
entered a bay among the islands, where 
they saw swarms of natives, who came 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FRIDAY CHRISTIAN. 113 

down to the shore, and made signs for them 
to land. This they were afraid to do, and 
as they pulled away, an arrow was let loose 
at them, and struck one of the boats. The 
savages were preparing to pursue them, but, 
fortunately, the discharge of a half dozen 
muskets, that happened to be on' board, 
alarmed them. The next day, while sailing 
among the islands, near the shore, they 
managed to pick up a few oysters and a 
little fresh water. On the 2d of September, 
they passed the northwest point of New 
Holland, and launched into the Indian ocean. 
They had now a voyage before them of 
a thousand miles. 

" The weather being calm, the only suf- 
fering of the men arose from their short 
allowance. Especially did they suffer from 
the want of water. To refresh themselves, 
they stripped and wrung their clothes in the 
ocean ; but after trying this for some days, 
they found their sufferings greater. They 
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now had no appetite for their bread ; their 
mouths were parched, their taste of any 
thing was bitter, and their thirst increased. 
" On the 13th of September, fortunately, 
they saw the island of Timor ; and on the 
next morning were able to land, and get 
some water and a few small fish from the 
natives; and on the night of the 15th, they 
anchored opposite the fort of Coupang. 
Here they were received very kindly. The 
hospitality of the governor, and other offi- 
cers, gave them great comfort, and here 
they remained and recruited for three weeks. 
On the 6th of October, they all embarked on 
a Dutch Indiaman, and on the 30th, anchor- 
ed at Samarang. Here they found, to their 
surprise, the little schooner of the muti- 
neers, which had parted with them in the 
gale at the Palmerston group, and which 
they had given up for lost.* On the 7th of 

* The history of thk little schooner of the mutineers is 
curious. She rode out the gale which separated her from 
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November, they arrived at Batavia, when 
Captain Edwards agreed with the Dutch 
East India Company, to divide the whole of 
the ship's company and prisoners among 
four of their ships, then sailing for Europe. 
The prisoners were taken by the captain 
on board the Vradenburgh with himself; but 
finding his Majesty's ship Gorgon at the 
Cape, he transhipped himself and the priso- 
ners, and arrived with them at Spithead, on 
the 19th of June, 1792. 

"The prisoners were now kept in con- 
finement till the 12th of September. On 

the frigate ; but her crew suffered so much from want of 
water, that one of them became delirious. She was not 
much larger than Bligh's boat. Her dimensions were only 
thirty feet length of keel, thirty-five feet length on deck, 
nine feet in breadth, and five feet depth of hold. She was 
afterwards bought at Canton, by Captain Broughton, to 
assist him in surveying the coast of Tartary, anil bec^ame 
the means of preserving the crew of his Majesty's ship 
Providence, amounting to 112 men, when wrecked to the 
eastward of Formosa, in the year 1797. 
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that day, the court martial assembled on 
board his Majesty's ship Duke, and the ten 
men, Peter Hey wood, James Morrison, Wil- 
liam Muspratt, Thomas Burkitt, John Mill- 
ward, Thomas Ellison, Joseph Coleman, 
Charles Norman, Thomas M'Intosh, and 
Michael Byrne, were brought before them to 
be tried on the charge of mutiny.* 

" For six days the court was in session, 
patiently hearing the evidence against the 
prisoners, and their defence. At length, on 

* The court martial consisted of the following persons : 
Vice Admiral, Lord Howe, President. 
Captain Sir Andrew Snape Hammond, Bart. 
** John ColpojTS. 
" Sir Greorge Montagu. 
" Sir Roger Curtis. 
" John Bazeley. 
** Sir Andrew Snape Douglas. 
** John Thomas Duckworth. 
^ " John Nicholson Inglefield. 
" John Knight. 
** Albemarle Bertie. 
** Richard Goodwin Keats. 
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the morning of the 18th, they declared that 
the charges were not proved against Charles 
Norman, Joseph Coleman, Thomas M'ln- 
tosh and Michael Byrne ; but that they were 
proved against Peter Hey wood, James Mor- 
rison, Thomas Ellison, Thomas Burkitt, John 
Millward and William Muspratt. Sentence 
of death was therefore pronounced against 
these six. They were to be hanged by the 
neck on board such of his majesty's ships, 
and at such time, as the proper authorities 
should direct. The court, at the same time, 
for reasons which they thought good, re- 
commended to the king's mercy, Peter Hey- 
wood and James Morrison. Four of them 
were now set free, and the remaining six 
sent back to prison to await their punish- 
ment. 

" On the 24th of October, the king's war- 
rant was issued, granting a full and free par- 
don to Hey wood and Morrison, and a respite 
to Muspratt, which was afterwards followed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



118 FRIDAY CHRISTIAN. 

by a pardon. On the three others, the sentence 
of the law was executed. They were hung 
on the 29th, on board his majesty's ship 
Brunswick, in Portsmouth harbor. A party 
from each ship in the harbor was present. 
The poor fellows bore themselves calmly, 
acknowledged the justice of their sentence, 
and exhorted their fellow sailors never to 
forget obedience to their officers, as a duty 
to their king and country." 

The captain ceased. Adams looked wild- 
ly around, and then cast his eyes to the 
ground. With a deep sigh, at length he 
cried out, " They are dead and gone, and 
yet here am I ! Good Lord, have I not 
struggled to repent ? Enter not into judg- 
ment with thy servant. God be merciful to 
me a sinner!"* 

* Mr. Peter Hejrwood, one of the pardoned men, de- 
serves a fiurther notice. He was a young man of respect- 
able fimiUy and earnest piety, and seems to have been 
innocent, though condemned by the court martial. 
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When the king's pardon was read to him by Captain 
Montagu, he replied, " Sir — When the sentence of the law 
was passed upon me, I received it, I trust, as became a 
man ; and if it had been carried into execution, I should 
have met my fate, I hope, in a manner becoming a Chns- 
tian. Your admonition cannot fail to make a lasting 
impression on my mind. I receive, with gratitude, my 
sovereign's mercy ; for which my future life shall be Mih- 
fully devoted to his service." 

How feithfully he redeemed his promise may be known 
from the fact, that he re-entered the naval service under the 
auspices of Lord Howe, who presided at the court martial, 
and that, during that service, he was under the re- 
spective commands of three or four of those distinguished 
men who sat on the trial, and received the confidence and 
esteem of them all. In July, 1816, he came on shore, after 
having been actively employed at sea, twenty-seven years, 
six months, one week and five days, out of a servitude in 
the navy of twenty-nine years, seven months and one day. 
Having reached nearly the top of the list of captains, he 
died in the year 1831, with an unblemished character. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE HAPPY COLONY. 

The Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are OTer all his woria. 

PsALK ozlv. 9. 

Leaving such presents as he thought 
might be useful to this strange little colony, 
and bidding them all farewell, the officers re- 
turned to the ship. In a little time she was 
under sail, once more ploughing her way 
over the ocean. 

By the first opportunity that was presented, 
the captain sent to the British government, 
the report of his curious discovery, and the 
history of the strange islanders.* It is very 

* This report was dated October 18, 1814. Rumors, 
however, had reached England of this little colony before. 
Captain Folger, of the American ship Topaz, had visited 
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singular that the British government took 
no notice of this little colony at the lime. 
Eleven years passed away, before any thing 
farther was heard from it. 

In the year 1825, another British ship, 
bound on a voyage of discovery, came in 
sight of Pitcairn's Island. On the approach 
of the ship, a boat was seen, under all sail, 
hastening towards her, and the captain took 
it to be the boat of some whaler. But he was 
soon undeceived by the singular appearance 
of the crew, consisting of old Adams, and 
many of the young men of the island. They 
seemed afraid to lay hold of the ship, until 



the island in 1808, and from him, certain British ofHcers 
had heard the story, and transmitted it home. Between 
the visits to the island in 1808 and 1814, Adams had 
changed his name. His real name was Alexander Smith, 
and so he was known to Folger. Why he changed it, no 
one can tell. It was not for the purpose of concealment, 
for he *told his story frankly, to both officers, in 1803 ar.() 
1814. 

6 
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they first asked if they might come on board. 
When permission was granted, they sprung 
up the side, and commenced shaking hands 
with the officers very eagerly. Adams 
seemed calm and happy, though this was the 
first ship of war upon which he had placed 
his foot, since the mutiny of the Bounty. 

The islanders invited them to go ashore, 
which invitation was readily accepted. On 
account of the rocks and breakers, the offi- 
cers were landed by the young men, two at 
a time, in their whale-boat. There was but 
one young woman on the beach to greet 
them. This was Hannah Young, the daugh- 
ter of Adams, who threw her arms almost 
frantically round her father's neck, and 
kissed him. In answer to her father's ques- 
tion, as to where all his people were, she 
replied that they had all been over the hill, 
with John Buffet, to look at the ship, and 
were not yet returned. It seems that John 
Buffet (of whom we shall hear more here- 
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after) was a seafaring man, saw that the 
ship was a man of war, became alarmed for 
the safety of Adams, and refused to answer 
any questions that were put to him by the 
people. This silence set all the party to 
weeping, for they began to fear something. 
At length, the boat was seen to put off from 
the ship, and Hannah, who had been fright- 
ened for her father's safety, leaving her 
companions behind her, hurried to the beach 
to welcome the old man, as she did. In a 
little time, her companions were seen, com- 
ing down t he steep and circuitous paths of 
the mountain, and as they arrived on the 
beach, gladly welcomed the new visitors. 
The whole group now pressed them to go 
to the village and spend several days ; and 
the girls leading the way up the mountain, 
the men and officers followed. 

The village was found to be very much as 
it was when visited in 1814. The colony 
had grown a little larger, and there was one 
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Strange man among them, who attracted the 
particular attention of the officers, from the 
respect which all the islanders paid to him. 
This was John Buffet. He was a seafaring 
man, and it seems that the whaling ship to 
which he belonged, had, for some purpose, 
touched at the island, and Buffet, being a 
serious and devout man, was so well pleased 
with the behavior of the islanders, that he 
determined to remain among them. Here 
he had lived since, helping Adams in every 
way, but especially had he been busy as the 
schoolmaster of the children. All loved 
him, for he was a good man, and deserved 
their love. 

The officers remained among them now 
several days, sometimes dining at one house, 
sometimes at another, and were treated by 
all with the greatest hospitality. Grace be- 
fore and after eating was always said. — 
They were feasted on yams, taro, sweet 
potatoes, bananas, plantains, and baked pig, 
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which, as a special compliment, was served 
in every house they visited. At the house 
of old John Adams, he told them, also, the 
whole story of the mutiny of the Bounty, and 
what had since happened to him, as he had 
told it before. 

These officers were struck, as the others 
had been, with the fine appearance of the 
colonists. There was not a cripple or de- 
formed person among them, and no man 
who measured less than five feet nine 
inches. In their daily labors, they were 
stronger than any race of men they had 
ever seen ; they lifted and carried burdens 
that surprised them. Indeed, what they 
saw made them ready to believe what the 
islanders told them, viz. : that two of their 
men had each carried, at one time, a kedge 
anchor, two sledge hammers, and an ar- 
morer's anvil, weighing together upwards 
of six hundred pounds; and that another 
had once carried a boat twenty-eight feet in 
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length. Their simple and wholesome diet 
no doubt made them athletic. In the water* 
too, they seemed as expert as on the land ; 
the men and women were all good swim- 
mers, and some of them frequently swam 
around their little island, the circuit of which 
is about eight miles. 

But what pleased them most among these 
colonists was their affection for each other, 
their piety, and the eagerness with which 
the children went to school. They seemed 
to feel that to love one another was a Chris- 
tian duty ; and no unkind word was heard, 
nor unkind action seen among them. Indeed, 
they seemed to struggle to see who could be 
kindest, which was especially shown in the 
care which they all took of those poor Ota- 
heite women, whose husbands had been 
killed on the island. At school, the children 
were all punctual in their attendance, and 
there, their schoolmaster, John Buffet, taught 
them reading, writing and arithmetic, to 
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which he did not fail to add the blessed pre- 
cepts of our holy religion, drawn from the 
Bible and the Prayer Book. Every morn- 
ing, and again every evening, the children 
were made to repeat the Lord's prayer and 
the creed. 

One of the days spent on shore by the 
officers was Sunday, and they went there- 
fore to church. The morning prayer was 
read by Adams, and Buffet read the lessons. 
The prayers for their sovereign, and all the 
royal family, were said by Adams, as the 
officers thought, with very deep feeling ; and 
some family prayers, which he thought es- 
pecially suited to his poor people, were 
added by him to the usual service. Buffet 
then read a sermon, and lest any part should 
be forgotten, it was read three times. The 
service was concluded with hymns, which 
were first sung by the grown people, and 
afterwards by the children. During the 
whole time there was the greatest apparent 
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devotion in every individual, and the chil- 
dren were especially serious and attentive. 
In about half an hour after this the people 
were again called to prayers, and at sunset 
the service was repeated ; so that with their 
morning and evening family prayers, they 
had, on that day, five services. 

The day following some things occurred 
which served to show the officers more of 
the habits and thoughts of these people. 
Being desirous of seeing the simple Otahei- 
tan dance, they requested some of the 
females to perform it for them. After much 
entreaty, they consented with great reluc- 
tances—a reluctance so great, that it was 
evident they consented only to oblige them. 
The dance consisted only of shuffling the 
feet, sliding past each other, and snapping 
the fingers ; but it was not kept up long, for 
the women evidently considered it too great 
a levity to be indulged in. 

Then a case was brought to the officers 
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to decide, showing how sacredly these 
islanders regard their word or promise at all 
times. It seems that George Adams had 
desired to marry Polly Young, who was 
somewhat older than himself; but she had, 
for some reason or other, declared she would 
never marry George Adams. He, however, 
lived on the hope that she would some day 
relent, and, after a time, she would have 
been pleased to have done so, but her decla- 
ration checked her. What was to be done ? 
The officers advised the marriage, thinking 
it much better that a rash resolution, made 
before the judgment was matured, should 
be broken, than that they should live un- 
happily for ever. But still the scruples of 
the young woman remained ; they found it 
Vnpossible to overcome them.* 

Just as the officers were about leaving 

* A long time after this, her scruples were overcome, 
and the parties were married, as one of the officers learned 
by letter, after he reached England. 
6* 
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the island, Adams cdme to the captiain, and 
begged that he would take the Prayer Book, 
and read the marriage ceremony to him and 
his wife, as he could not bear the idea of 
living with her without its being done, now 
that a proper opportunity was presented. 
The old man was very earnest upon this 
subject ; so earnest, that the captain could 
not refuse to comply. The ceremony was 
therefore read to him and his old wife, who 
was blind and bedridden, and the fact duly 
noted in a register by John Buffet. 

The old man now told the officers, that 
he had performed all the marriages on the 
island ; that the men were never allowed to 
marry under twenty, nor the women under 
eighteen; and that all the restrictions with 
regard to relationship were kept here, the 
same as in England. He then showed them 
the ring which he kept for the purpose, 
which had united every couple on the 
island. 
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The officers now left these happy island- 
ers with sorrow, and without a doubt in 
their minds of the sincerity and piety of the 
old mutineer. One thing had been especially 
noticed by the captain, which Adams thought 
had been seen only by his Father in Heaven. 
He slept, while on the island, in the house 
of Adams, and every night, after family 
prayers and the evening hymn, the old man 
would wait quietly till all were in bed, and 
supposed to be asleep, and then, in one cor- 
ner of his hut, he would kneel down and 
perform his devotions. He was always up 
first in the morning, too, for the same pur- 
pose. 

The ship now set sail, and her cruise 
being ended, the story of the little colony 
on Pitcairn's Island was once more laid be- 
fore the British government. The wants of 
the islanders were strongly pressed by the 
captain, until, at last, his majesty sent a ship, 
laden with clothing, farming utensils, and 
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Other useful articles, to these poor people. 
She arrived at the island in March, 1830. 

She had scarcely anchored, when George 
Young was alongside in his canoe, and soon 
after, Friday Christian, with several others, 
arrived in a jolly boat. By the permission 
of the captain, they came on board, and 
were invited to breakfast, when grace was 
said by them as usual. Fortunately, there 
was a chaplain on board the ship, and break- 
fast being ended, the captain, chaplain, and 
some of the officers, now went ashore with 
the young men. At the grove of cocoanuts, 
surrounding the village, they met all the 
women of the colony. 

" I have brought you a clergyman," said 
the captain. 

" God bless you," cried every voice ; " but 
is he come to stay with us ?" 

" No," said the captain. 

"You bad man, why not?" cried the 
women. 
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" I cannot spare him : he is the chaplain 
of my ship," replied the captain ; " but I have 
brought you clothes, and other articles, 
which King George has sent you." 

" But, oh," cried Betty Quintal, " we want 
food for our souls." 

All the men now joined them, and sprung 
into the cocoanut- trees and threw down the 
fruit ; while others, with their teeth, tore off 
the husks, that the strangers might refresh 
themselves with the milk. After this, they 
took them to their cottages. 

Here the officers were delighted. All 
that had been said of these people, they 
found to be true. The native simplicity of 
their manners, their tender affection to each 
other, the obedience of the children, the 
warm hospitality of all, and, above all, the 
apparent earnest piety of men, women and 
children, charmed them greatly. 

They missed among them, however, old 
John Adams, and saw two strange Euro- 
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peans. Adams had died in the spring of 
1829, just one year before their arrival. 
They learned that before he died, he had 
divided all the island among the families of 
the original settlers, so that no foreigner 
could obtain any right, except by pul*chase 
or marriage. On his death-bed, he had then 
called all his people around him, and urged 
them to appoint a chief when he was gone. 
This, however, they had not yet done. — 
The people still mourned for him as their 
father. 

John Buffet was then still teaching the 
children, and, as u$ual, they were daily re- 
peating the creed, the Lord's prayer, and the 
ten commandments. Since the death of 
Adams, he had acted as their clergyman 
also, and the services of the Lord's day 
were as usual. In addition to this, he was 
working industriously as shipwright and 
carpenter for the colony. Many of the 
people seemed anxious to make him their 
chief. 
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« The two strangers were two Englishmen : 
John Evans and George Hunn Nobbs< 
Evans had married a daughter of John 
Adams, and was working industriously in 
cultivating his portion of land. Nobbs was 
an impudent and vulgar man. He had mar- 
ried a granddaughter of Fletcher Christian, 
and had pretended to keep a school for the 
children ; but this was done, as the people 
thought, only to annoy Mr. Buffet, whom 
Nobbs, for some reason of his own, had 
learned not to like. He was too lazy, how- 
ever, to continue at this, and had lately 
claimed that he would not work ; that the 
community was bound to support him. As 
his wife was a descendant of Christian, the 
chief of the band of mutineers, he fancied 
that he ought to be the chief on the island. 

The officers spent the night on shore, and 
early in the evening, all the islanders assem- 
bled in one of the cottages, to join the 
chaplain in the evening service of the 
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Church. The. place chosen for the service 
was the bedroom of one of the double cot- 
tages. They reached it by a broad ladder 
from the lower room, through a trap-door. 
The scene now was a very striking one. 
The clergyman took his station between 
two beds, with a lamp burning close behind 
him. In the bed, on his right, lay three in- 
fants sound asleep ; on that on his left, three 
men were sitting. On the side of the room, 
and in front of the chaplain, stood the men, 
some wearing only the mara, or waist cloth, 
and others neatly dressed in their jackets 
and trowsers ; behind these, stood the women 
and girls, in their long mantles, leaving only 
the head and feet bare. Some of the young 
girls wore, in addition, a knotted sheet, in 
the form of a Roman senator's toga, thrown 
over the right shoulder and under the left 
arm. When the general confession was 
read, they all knelt down, facing the chap- 
lain, with their hands raised to their breasts 
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in the attitude of prayer, and repeated dis- 
tinctly after him every word. During all 
the prayers, they were very earnest in their 
devotions; but in their loud amen to the 
prayer for the king, and all the royal family, 
there was a peculiar fervor. The chaplain 
then preached a sermon to this little flock. 
His text was beautiful and appropriate. — It 
was this: "Fear not, little flock, for it is 
your Father's good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom." The sermon being ended, they 
requested permission to sing their parting 
hymn, when the whole congregation joined 
in singing, " Depart in peace." 

In the morning, the oflicers embarked, the 
ship was soon under full sail, and the happy 
colonists were again left in the stillness and 
peace of their island home. May the Bible 
and Prayer Book be their guide for ever !* 

* What has since become of this little colony, the 
author is unable to say. He has seen it stated that some 
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time after this, a vessel was sent to Pitcaim's Island, by 
the Europeans of Otaheite, and that the whole colony 
had been removed to the latter island. 

The story of Adams, it will be remembered, is very hard 
upon Captain Bligh, and the author feels that it is a simple 
act of justice to add a note upon that subject. 

Bligh was the friend of Captain Cook, with whom he 
had sailed as master, and was always patronized by that 
worthy man. Sir Joseph Banks. After the mutiny of the 
Bounty, the admiralty, having full confidence in him, pro- 
moted him to the rank of commander, and appointed him 
immediately to the command of the Providence, on the 
same expedition to Otaheite. He returned in a very short 
time, successful in his purpose, and recommended all his 
officers for promotion, for their exemplary conduct. He 
was in several later employments in the service, com- 
manded ships of the line in the battles of Copenhagen and 
Camperdown, and rose to the rank of a flag officer. 
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